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The SPEAKER took the Chair at 4.30
.pm, and read prayers.

QULBTION—STIRLING ESTATE,
DRATINAGE.

Mr. PICKERING asked the Minister for
Works: 1, Has his attention been drawn to
the washaway in the Stirling drainage
scheme? 2, Is he aware that this washaway
has taken place in the same situation as last
year's? 3, Will he cuuse immediate exam-
ination to be made by an engineer, with a
view to (a) making provision for the escape
of excess water and (b) providing for
admiggion of flood water into drain near
exit{

The MINISTER FOR WORKS replied:

1, Yes. 2, It is so stated. 3, Instructions
have already been issued to make inspection
with a view to Beeking a remedy, but until
the water subsidies nothing c¢can be done.

QUESTIOV—RAILWAYS BROWN HILIL
LOOP.

Mr. LUTEY asked the \{uuster for Rail-
ways: 1, What amount of revenue was de-
rived from the passenger traffic on thé
Brown Hill loop line for the months of Jume
and July, 19194 2, What amount of revenua
was derived from the passenger traffic, in-
cluding workmen’s traing, on the Brown Hill
loop line for the months of June and July,
19209

. The MINISTER FOQR RAILWAYS re-
plied: 1, The amount derived from the
Boulder-Brown Hill line for the months of
June and July, 1919, wag £249 19s. 54, and
£184 1s. 3d. respectively. 2, The amount of
revenue derived from the passenger traffic,
- ineluding workmen’s trains, on the Boulder-
Brown Hill line for the months of June and
July, 1920, was £353 5s. 5d. and £426 16s. 6d.
respectively. These figures include the Gol-
den Gate and Kamballie shunting neck.

QUESTION—SEWERAGE FILTER BEDS
AND STREET VENTILATORS.

Mr. HARDWICK asked the Minister for
‘Works: 1, What is, the object in planting a
belt of trees around the filter-beds at Baurs-
wood? 2, At what height will the trees be-
came offectived 3, When is it antieipated
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tho trees will become eti?ech\e? 4, Will he
have the nuisance of sewer gases "from the
ventilators in the street abated?

The MINISTER FOR WORKS replied:
1, To improve, from an aesthetic point of
view, the appearance of the sewage disposal
works and inerease the efﬁclency 2, Five
feet. 3, En about three years’ time. 4, No
sewer gas_has yet been d(iscovered in the
sewers in Perth, and there has never been a
complamt in regard to sewer gas in ventila-
tors in the street.

QUEST'ION—HOE PRINTING MACHINE.

Mr, CHESSON asked the Minister for
Railways: 1, What price was paid by the
Government for the Hoe rotary machine re-
sumed with the ‘‘Sunday Times’’ building
in Torrest Street? 2, Has the machine since
been sold, or have tenders been called for its
sale? 3, If so, who was the purchaser? ¢,
‘What was the price, if any, paid by him? 35,
How was the purehasing price arrived at? 6,
Were structural altorations necessary to re-
move the machine; if so, who is bearing the
cost of suel alterations?

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS re-
Dlied: 1, With the resumption of the ‘*Sun-
day Times'! office in 1912, a Hoe printing

machine was taken over at a cost of £5,800.

2, It has been sold. Public tenders were
called for its purchage in September, 1912,
both locally and in the Eastern States, but
no offers wedre received. Since then repe&ted
efforts have been made to dispose of the
machine, both locally and in the Eastern
States without suecess. 3, The machine haa
been purchased by the ‘‘Sunday Times’’
Publishing Company. 4, £500. 5, Thiz was
the best-offer obtainable, and the space
oceupied by the machine was urgently re-
quired for office accommodation. 6, No,

QUESTION—MEDICAL FACILITIES IN
REMOTE DISTRICTS.

Mr, DURACK asked the Premier: In view
of the urgent need for more adequate medical
facilities in the isolated regions of this State,
also in view of the great possibilities of wire-
less communication and aerial transport in
this connection, will he approach the Federal
Government to acertain how far they are pre-
pared to give encouragement -and finaneial
assigtance towards this necessity?

The FREMIER replied: Yes.

QUESTION—ROAD TRACTION, MT.
- BARKER AND YORKRAKINE
DISTRICTS.

Mr, GREEN asked the Premier: 1, Ts he
correctly reported in the ¢ West Australian’’
of 8th February last, when he promised a
road traction service from Mt Barker to ihe
Forrest Hill settlers? 2, When will he fulfi)
this promise? 3, As it is the Goverr.ment’s
policy to comstruct the Government railway
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from Esperance northwards before any otler
railway ean be constructed, will he meunwhile
agree to institute a road traction serviea fer
the requirements of settlers in the Yorkrakine
district to link up with the railway to the
south? 4, If so, when will the serviee be
‘made available? 3, When will the road trac-
tion service be made available to the Forrest
Hill settlers that was promised by him ia
© February last?

The PREMIER replied: 1, Yes, but the re-
port does not in¢lude any promise of a service.
2, When a suitable tractor is found. 3, 4,
and 5, See No. 2.

QUESTION—STATE BRICEWORKS,
OUTPUT.

Mr, GREEN agked the Minister for Works:
1, Is he aware that a nomber of buildings in
the metropolitan area are held up because of
the failure of workmen to- seeure supplies?
2, What is the number of bricks under order
at the State bfickworks? 3, In order to help
to remove this shortage and in pursnance of
his avowed policy to ensure the suceess of
State trading concerns already ecstablished,
by inereasing their output, will he take steps
to ‘double the output at the State works by
erecting another Hoffman kiln without delay?
4, Would this step not Lave the further effect
of making the works a greatdr success by
considerably inereasing - the output on a
slightly inecreased capital cost?

The MINISTER FOR WORKS replied: 1,
No. 2, £1500,000. 3, Tt is not considered
necessary to enlarge the State brickworks,
ag it is thought that now the War Service
Homes hava acquired large stocks, the exist-
ing brickyards can cope with orders offering.
4, Due. consideration will be given to the pro-
pdsition.

ADDRESS-IN-REPLY.
. 8ixth Day.
Debate resumed from the previous day.

Mr. MONEY (Bunbury)} [4.36]: The
Governor’s Speech seems to afford Iittle if
any, solution of the problems we have to
face in the condition of the State’s finances..
Undoubtedly this is the most pressing pro-
blem the Government have before them, and
although no poliey is outlined to the House
as to what steps will be taken to remedy
that positionm, it is the duty of every member
to draw attention to it. Surely it iy not pos-
sible for this finaneial position te continue
without some supreme effort being made to
deal properly with it. In investigating this
position, the first important step is to en-
deavour to find cut the caunses. Many have
pointed to the war, to the nuinerous strikes,
10 the increased cost of living, and to all
gorts of different propositions. .Half the
deficit for last year is accounied for by the
Railways, which alone lost £400,000 in 12
months. The reason given for the defieit in
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the railway figures is increased wages. But
we should have expected increased wages.
‘With inereased cost of living, wages must go
up, and we should have been ready for that
coutingency.  This being so, why iz it that
our railway system cannot pay? There is
onty one answer, namely, the exceptional
mileage in proportion to our small popula-
tion. We have 3,500 miles of track and
333,000 people or one mile to every 93 per-
sons in the State. Has nny other country
ever endeavoured to make a railway system
pay under these conditionsf Any commer-
cial undertaking, whatever its nature, must
pay, or it capnot be continued. The Com-
missioner of Railways from time to fime has
stressed the burden of railways running in
sparsely populated districta. If we are going
in for a policy of immigration, surely it
will be better to consider whether we can-
net fill up fhe spaces served by railways,
rather than build extra miles of track and
add them to the burdens of the existing sys-
tem, If we can do anything to increase the
population along our exisfing railways,
surély we shall be advancing a step in the
vight direction. It iz admitted that the lands
already served by railways can produce four-
fold and fivefold whai they are producing
to-day. The first pound has been disbursed
in the eapital expenditure of the railwaya,
money has been expended in the constiue-
tion of roads and ir the erection of feneces,
and in partial eléaring. We now want the
extra pound spent to make that undertaking
profitable.

The Minister for Mines: I have always
said that. .

Mr. MONEY: They have all said i, but
what have they done to remedy it% That
hag been the trouble all through. They have
all said it, but done nothing. For years past
it has been stressed in this House and at
overy conference held in the Seuth-West that
agriculfure would be censiderably benefiteid
by the drainage of the South-West. At pre-
sent, as is well known, the lands, for want
of proper drainage, are simply useless for .-
theee or four mhonths in the year, notwith-
standing that they aré supplied with, rail-
ways and in some distriets with roads, The
expenditure in drainage wounld be the last
pound of eapital expenditure. This is a sub-
ject not to be trifled with or belittled, but
cne to be grappled with thoroughly and
actively if any great success is to be
achieved. TUp to the present the efforts at
drainage in Western Australia liave been
like the cftorts of the ehild who #ried to.
empty the sea with a teaspoon. One has only
to travel from Perth southwards to see the
lands there simply inundated and sedden
and useless, becanse of the want of drainage.
Insufiicient efforts have been made in the -
past in this important direction. Had the
lands been drained, and been made capable
of cultivation for' ten meonths in the year,
instead of three as now, much good would
have been done. For a period of three
months in the year the agriculturists in these
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localities practically cannot eultivate an ingh
of the soil, because the land is absolutely
full of water. With the objeet of bringing
this matter forcibly. before the Goverament
I feel I cannot stress the question of drain-
age in the South-West too strongly. This
means drainage on a huge scale. We hear
to-day of possible railway communication
being ron along the coast through the chain
of swamps between Perth and the South-
West. I think we should be better off if
we ran a drain through the swamps, and thus
secured a proper system of drainage in those
loealities. It may not be only a fhatter of
# properly constructed drain, but it may also
be a means of communication as well, for
water communication is one of the chea.pest
forms’ of communication possible. T do not
kuow what cfferts have been made in the
direction of implements or machinery for
drain construction. T have had sent to me
from SBeotland recently a description of the
Rivolt excavator, also a description of the
experiments edrried out. The Rivolt pafent
dredge exeavator offers a complete revolution
to the drainage problem. It costs £60 and
is simplicity itself, consequently it has high
efficiency and pays for itself. I do not veuch
for the aceuracy of this deseription, and am
only giving it as it was sent to me. It is
the result of c¢xXperiments carried out in
‘Scotland.  The description states that
it pays for itself in five days,
makes it valuable to  the
farmer, even the small holder. It is indis-
putably_the best investment the farmer can
make. By using this machine it is possible to
inrrease the production of food in that comn-
tfy by at least 25 per eent. It is of inealeul-
able benefit both to the individual farmer
and the nation. It is drawn by a iraetor,
and will eomplete a drain 3ft. deep at the
rate of 150 to 200 feet per hour. If all this
is only half true it is of immense benefit in
the direction of drainming the land, when the
land has once been supplied with a proper
outfall for the water. The want of roads in
the agrienltural districts south of Perth is
also, to my mind, a detractor to the proper
production frem thoze lands already served
by railways. For months in the year it is
utterly impossible to traverse those roads,
either to deliver cream fo the railways or
any other form of produce. It is known
to many that in <consequence of the
character of those roads people have given
up growing potato€s at one period of the
year because they cannot deliver them to
the varions stations. Further, some have
gone out of the dairying because it is im-
possible fo deliver the cream to the sta-
tions. Tt is hardly necessary for me to
stress the- importance of so vital a matier
ag roadls. It ought to be known and appre-
cinted that railways withont roads are use-
less. Although our railways have been con-
structed all these years they have not had
adequate ~road communication leading to
them. Is-that not another goed reasom why
the railways have not been paying properly?
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Mad this been done the railvays would have
had more customers and more constant cus-
tomers, but as things 'are they have not been

'supphed with the necessary road feeders.

am sure the Minister will agree
that ‘both” are necessary to the progress
of the State. It was some years ago that
the importance of supplying road material
in those districts far removed from gravel
pits was brought under the notice of
the railway authorities. I am pleased to
think that the present Commissioner of Rail-
ways ig in accord with the necessity for this,
but in the past, although it has been known
to Ministers for Works, obstacles have been
plaged by the Commissioner of Railways in
the way of assistance being given to road
boards in this direetion, If the railways
would only deliver to road boards Toad
material at cost, the venture would not
only be profitable to the road hoards in
question but eyqually profitable to the rail-
ways. Had that road material been supplisd
by the railways during thée past tem years
at cost, it would have been a great contribu-
tor towards the improvement of roads in the
State, meant more prosperity to the people,
and heen more profitable to the rail-
ways. I suggest that, in addition, if the
railways would only supply road material to
those people who are willing to help them-
selves and caxt the material when. they get it,
it would also pay the railways handsomely
to carry that material free. It would cer-
tainly be of great bemefit to the State, If
thisz were bronght into operation it would be
of more benefit in the way of road comnstroe-
tion than 20 years of legislation. What is
the good of road legislation without road
congtruction? We have Road Board Aects
and Traffic Acta and other Aets, but our
roads are still in a depiorable conditionm.
What we want is proper road construction
and less road legislation.

Hon. P, Collier: And a more energetic Min-
ister in charge of the roads.

Mr. MONEY: All these matters I bave
mentionéd are of importance to the railways.
They will mean more settlement along the
railways, If we are to have immigration
here on a large scale those whp come here
to assist in colomising the eountry will stand
a much better chance of snccess, if they go
to districts served by adequate faci]itieg in
all respects. Tf we put on these finishing
touches in the way of improvements in drain-
age, provision' of lime free, good roads, and
settlement’ alongside the railways, it would
be of very great assistance to the State,

and to the people concerned. Tt wonld
also be the means of encouraging
a larger population to settle on the

lands already served by a railway., In
mentioning these matters T take it for granted
that tlie same system of farming would he
aflopted as has been adopted in- the past.
Having arrived at that stage with good roads,
good drainage, and general faeilities, a farmer
will he able to farm his land ag it should be
tarmed. Under present coaditions, generally
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speaking, there is no farming done in West-
ern Australia, at all events not on the proper
scaie. The methods are not up.to date, and
we are not producing what we should preduce.
For many years it has been said that it is
impossible te grow lueerna in Western ‘Aus-
tralia. I have hers a photograph showing the
possibilities of the Darling Range in the
South-West from this peint of view, even that
portion which unfortunately was to a ecer-
extent damnbed in this House 18 months ago.
This photograph shows lncerne being cut in
the month of January, baving had neo rain
sinee the previois Oetober and no irrigatiom,
It is only by knowledge and beiter methods
of agriculture that we can inerease predue-
tion, not tenfold but twentyfold, If this can
be done in the Darling Ranges, what can be
done with the thousands of acres of land be-
tween the Darling Ranges and the sea? With
proper drainage land that at the present s
useless can be made productive. Only last
season some of the land I have in mind pro-

-duced .the best crop of summer potatoes that

was grown in the State, even ineluding the
Benger swamp, the craek summer potato land

in Western Australia. I am referring to the

cursed Waterloo Plains. It is onty last sea-
son that a sample of fhat land produced this
fing ecrop of summer potatoes. =

Hon. T. Walker: Who cursed themf?

Mr. MONEY: Perbaps the Minister for
Lands will explain that, What I desire to
bring before the Hounse is the great possi-
bility of these improved methods of agricul-
ture and drainage, together with eo-ordination
of Government departmenfs and the natural
assistance which the districts deserve. It is
possible to inerease our population four or
five fold in those districts if the finishing

" touches are put-upon them, and if the last

pound is expended so that we may reap the
benefit of the total capital expendifure. MNo
doubt New Zezland is a fine example for
Western Anstralia to follow. No country, L
think, has given greater faeilitiés for pro-
duetion than has New Zealand. Lime is ear-
ried there frée, harbours are given wherever
they- are wanted, and there is every facility
afforded for refrigerating works or any other
works that may be desired. .

Mr. Duff: Nature has been kind to New
Zealand.

Mr. MONEY: I notice from a paper a dis-
cussion as to the wonderful suecess' of the
last shipment of apples and fruit to the Old
Country during the past season. I wonder
how dmany people know what it eosts to ship
apples to the market in England¥ As a mat-
ter of fact, to ship apples from this State
costs no less than two-thirds of the giross re-
torn to get the fruit on the market. On top
of that the producer has to grow the apples,
to find the capital to clear the land and plant
the land, he has to wait seven years before
he gets any retorn, he hag to manure the land
and eultivate it, he has to pick the fruit and
pack it, he has to spray his orchards and
do every other work in connection with fruit-
growing. Is there any other industry in the
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world that is so handicapped before it can
meet with prosperity? After placing his froit
on the Tonden market the orchardist is only
left ome-third of the total value.

The Minister for Mines: No. .

Mr, MONEY: I accept the challenge. L
have here the figures of a shipment of applea
sent away by the ¢‘Beltona.’’ This was a
shipment made under similar conditions to
other shipinents. There were in oll 202 cases
of apples. The freight on these cases
amounted to £30 14s. 8, the insurance to
£5 9. 5d., the wharfage and handling £1 17s,
11d,, eommission £2 10s. Gd., railage E3 4s,
8d., havlage £1 1s. 1d. The fotal of the
charges is £04 18s. 3d. But on the top of
that total there are the London charges of five
per cent. ¢ommission, £10 5a. 3d., and dock
dues, railages, ete., £7 11s, 6d., or an addi-
tion of £17 16s. 9d., making a grand total of
£112 153, ‘That is the amount, £112 15s,,
which it costs to put 202 cases of apples on
the Loudon matket. Is it possible for any
industry to continue to prosper, or even to
live, under such conditichs?

The Minister for Mines: You have not
proved your case yet, What did the apples
bring on the London market? '

Mr. MONEY: They bronght the regulation
priee, which, as everyhody knows, is £1 0s.
10d, per -cease. It costs two-thirds of that
%1 s, 10d. to place the frnit on the market,
and all the costs of production have to be met
out of the other third., The ¢ases I refer fo
are 40lb. eases. There is about 6s. 8d. per
cage lett, although on the London market the
fruit hrings £1 08, 104. Out of the £1 0Oa.
10d. the Western Australian grower receives
6s. 8d. AN thie figures of the fruit growers
coincide proportionately with these which I
have given, Thousands of eases of fruit have
been sent from Western Australia to London
with similar results. Apparently this is know-
ledge to our Ministers, In view of the handi-
cap on the growers, they ghould be afforded
svery facility here. One shilling per cage,
which means 10 or 15 per cent., could be
saved fo the growers if the last pound were
spent in furnishing them with facilities for
export. The Mournt Barker fruitgrowers com-
piained during last season of damage occa-
sioned to their fruit in being sent to Freman-
tle. Similarly the Bridgetown fruilgrowers
have eomplained of being compelled to send
their fruit an extra 100 miles to Fremantle
for shipment.

The Minister for Mines: That is not our
fault.

Mr. MONEY: The fruit should be exported
at the nearest port of export. I am not com-
plaining of any Government or any party.
These matters are too serious for that. We
must reorganise conditions in this State,
otherwise our indusiries will cease. Tt is
impossible for the producers of this country
to exist if it costs them two-thirds of the
value of their produee to get it to market.
I am-informed that the ocean freight has
gone up still further; and, in addition, frnit
cases have risen by 4s. per dozen, I under-
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stand. We will not see our industries erip-

pPled amd knocked out of existence without -

- puiting wp a fight. The whole of our people
must fight to remove these anomalies,

The Minister for Works: What aboul
wages? They have gone up, too, have they
notf -

Mr. MONEY: One must expect wages to
go up if the cost of living goes up.

Mr. O'Loghlen: The increases in wages are
only a trile compared with the other in-
Greases.

Mr. MONEY: The wages are hot two-thirds
go far as the fruitgrowers are concerned. To
them wages mean ounly pruning and picking
and packing. .

The Minister for Works: It is a matier
of wages as regards the price of fruit cases,
anyhow, '

My, MONEY: That may be. - But wages
will be a matter of indifference to the fruit-
grower if he is going to be handicapped out
of existence, Unquestionably it is only in-
creased production that ean make our rail-
way system svecessful. It is increased pro-
duetion that iz goeing te enhance the national
assets of this State. But there are other
ways of improving the position. I am pleased
to sce in the Governor’s Speech a reference
to the duplicating of departments, Federal
and State.

Hon. W, C. Angwin: The ery about dupli-
cation of departments is a meang of bringing
about "wouification without the knowledge of
the people.

Mr, MONEY: That reference to duplica-
tion was made in this House three years ago,
and probably very much longer ago than
that. I wonder what our people have lost
throngh the extra expenditure in departments,
and also through time and energy spent in
preparing the various assessments and re-
turns for income ‘tax, State and TFederal
That duplication is an anomaly and a wroag,
and no sufficient effort has been made to
remedy the position. When the gquestion was
raised in this House two years ago, the
angwer given me was that the matter of
duplication of departments way receiving at-
tention.
has been done. If these matters cannot be
temedied by thé Commonwealth Government
and the State Government, then it is time
for the people to rise in a body and insist on
the rvemoval of these anomalies. There is
another matter which undoubtedly has not
received attention. We have in Western
Australia one of the most important eoal
deposits in the world, though I admit that
the coal may not be of the best quality. It
is, however, in quantity without limit. There
is a seareity of goal mow in Vietoria and also
in New South Wales; and I believe coal has
been exported from Neweastle, New Sonth
Whales, to Norway and sold there for £10
.and £11 per ton. The coal from our coal bed
has been used on our railways, and the trains
have run with the same punctuality as when
using Weweastle eoal. Moreover, for years
past our coal has been uvsed suceessfully on
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pended in completing a breakwater.

- entitled. -

That ig two years ago, and nothing

‘the small steamers which call at Western

Austrdlian -ports.  Notwithstanding these

- facts, we have not spent that final pound

which is necessary in order to give proper
facilities and depth of water for the bun-
kering of coal at any time, so that Western
Australia may reap the benefit of that trade.
I think a miilion and a half has been ex-
Money
has been expended on the jetty to facilitate
the export of timber, which we were always.
able: to export before. But facilities have
not been afforded to enable us to do that
export trade in c¢oal to which our industry i%
If proper attention is paid to
sereening and to picking out the powder from
our coal, it will éxport just the same as any
other eoal. A eargo of it which was sent
to Mauritius arrived there in good order and
condition. We are not adequately valuing
the assets that we have; we are not making
the most of them. The same thing applies to
the export of counl, the export of fruit, and
the export of wheat, as applies to agricul-
ture. We must expend the last pound in
giving adequate facilities before we can reap
the eventual great benmefit. I feel it is up
to u8 to consider whether our present system
of government is the right machinery when
despateh ig required. T do not know whether
to suggest a form of local administration,
but it would be a good thing for this House
to resolve itself into a finance committee—
eall it what you will—to discuss for a fort-
night or a month the best methods of getting
out of our present difficnlties. Failing that,
and failing advance in the right direction,
I shall be one to agree to the appointmient
of five or seven commissioners to govern the
State of Western Australia until such time as:
these various matters have Deen provided for.

Mr. GARDINEER (Irwin) [5.14]: 8o far
as the Address-in-veply is concerned, apart
from ifs acting as a safety valve, 1 think
that for all practical purposes it would be
just as well if we crumpled it up in our
hands and threw it in -the waste paper bas-
ket. T think the majority of members wonld
then =say that we had found for the Address
a fitking borial place. I am rather diffident
in speaking in this Chamber at present, and
that for two reasors. One is that as ragards
the finances of thé State I am utterly out
of accord with the laissez-faire policy which
seems to be acceptable to the Homse. I
happen to be one of those men who do not
like to subsecribe to the policy of ¢‘let alone’’
and ‘“let it go its own way.’’ T Ao not think
that is a wise policy to subseribe to where
the State is concerned. At the end of this
gession, ¥ am going out of political life, I
am quite convinced that I have outlived any
parliamentary assistance I can give, and 1
think the country will soon begin to ask
whether a lot more have not outlived that,
and whether it is not nearly time they bad a
fresh deal. When one loocks at the serious
finapcial position of this State—loving as 1
do every grain of sand of it—T do hope that
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what I say in a spirit of regret will not be
unhelpful. In order to get right down to
facts, Jet ns see where we are. The year’s
income exceeded the Treasurer’s estimate,
ealculated at the time he delivered his Bud-
get, by the mere pittance of £360,600, A
mere pittance! I {dv not know of any Trea-
surer, until late years, who was so fortunate
as to have such a pittance come to him, His
estimate exceeded that of the previous year
by £357,900, so that his actual revenue over
that of the previons year was £918,650. Yet
he not only spent that £918,650, but he spent
£16,000 more. Is not that serious enough
‘to lead us to ask what we are woing to do
about it? T have thought of suggesting to
the Minister for Education that he should
give lis schoolboys this sum: in simple pro-
portion, and see what their answers will be:
“°1£, with an extra revenue of £918,000, the
State moes to the bad £16,000, what actual
revenne would be required to meet the an-
noal defieit of £650,0009’’ That is the pro-
blem we are up against. If we are going

to do what is right, we mugf seriously con-

sider that problem. This House knows it,
and T do not care -twopence who occupies the
Treasury benches, that is the problem facing
us most acutely to-day.

Mr, 0’Loghlen: Yon attempted to solve it,
and did not get the co-operation.

Mr. GARDINER: I got my gruel and took
it. Any remarks | make arve not made with
the slightest atom of bile. What T say is
said with a desire t¢ help the State: When
I cease to make remarks in that spirit, I do
not wish to be heard in this Chamber.

Mr. O'Loghlen: Would they help anyone
else who tackled it%

Mr. GARDINER: I do not know, but it
is said that a fool is born every minute. In
the meantime, is it not fair, is it not just to
tlis State that we should get a definite
statement from the Premier? He has already
spoken on the Address-in-reply and, prob-
ably during the currency of this debate, we
shall be unable to get this information, but
is it not fair and just to the country, and

to his supporters in this House, that he’

ghould take them inte his fullest confidence
and tell them, not in those gesial general
terms which -make him lovable—when he
says, ‘‘It-is all right, old chap, don’t worry,
I am here; Mitchell’s in Heaven, and all’s
well with the world’’—not in those terma,
but in the brntal, calm, scientifie, business
terms of to-day, how it is that it was not pos-
gible to save something out of this dbig
amount of extra revenue; and, having proven
that it was not possible to save something
out of an extra revenue of practically a
million pounds, tell them what method and
what means he is going to employ to raige a
revenue that will enable ns to make the re-
venne meet our expenditure. I advise the
Premier that there is a quotation, I think from
Horaee, which rums, ‘‘Now and then the
mob sees what is right.’’ It is the mob who
are our shareholders: It is the mob that re-
turn us to Parliament. It is the mob from

193

whom we have to get taxation to rectify ihe
present pogition, A little humorous recollection
floats through my memory at the mention of
the word ‘‘taxation.’’ I received a deputation
on ,one occasion and one of the deputation-
ists said, ‘¢ Are not we taxpayers? T shounld
like to know.”’ .My reply was, ‘“Yes.”’. The
next question  was, ‘‘Have not taxpayers o
right to say how their _money shall be apent?’’
1 veplied, ‘‘Yes, that is equally rvight.'’
““Well,”’ said the man, ‘‘these 13 taxpayers
want their’s spent in beer.’’ That story is
a.little out of the way, but T want to say
this:
Mr, Underwood: How did you get on?
Mr. GARDINER: I am afraid the deputa-
tion were not satisfied, The position is that
the taxpayer is going to say, ‘‘T gave you
very much more money from direct taxation
than you ever had before; what have you
done with it, on what have you spent it?77
Ts not that a logical position For taxpayers
to take up? Clontrast the positioh with the
position the Ministry would oceupy in a keen
bisiness eoncern with keen business share-
holders.. Would they like to put before their
shareholders "the statement which is before
the sharcholders of this State? “What do
they think would be the reply? ‘
Mr. Lutey: They would be chucked out.
Mr. GARDINER: The sharcholders would
say, ‘“What sort of a gume are you having?
What are you doing? Yon have gone to lee-
ward practically £934000 during the year.
How did you do it?°’ When one is a diree-
tor, he cannot sit with his fingers in his
month and say, ‘1 de not know; you will
have to be satisfied.”” A director has to say
why, and when he has said why, and is asking
his shareholders to pat up other money to
carry bim through, it is just likely that the
shareholders will say, ‘‘Look, your methods
are jolly good. We have o grest appreciation
for them, but they are too slow in getting
results.”’ Tt is of no use telling such people

Tt is all right; a good time will come.”’

The verdiect of the shareholders -wounld
prompily be—*‘Give us a vew bhoard of dir-
ectors.”’  Are not we rapidly ge.ttmg down
to the stage when the country has a right %o
say to everyone of us, ¢ “What sort of a.dir-
ector have you been in this concern to which
we elected you? What effort have you made,
and what assistance have you gwen the Gov-
erument?’’  The responsibility is ours. ~Not
only does the responsibility lie with the Min-
istry as the board of directors, but it rests
eqnally on every one of uas.
F{on W. C. Angwm ot equa.llv

. GARDINER: The hon, member is
qulte right, Tn order that’ there shall be
equality ‘of responsibility, there must be
equality of voice and action.

Mr. O’Léghlen: We do not get an oppor-

tumty

G-ARDINFR Where we can fool the
people of this State every time, we camnot
fool the shareholders in 3 bnsiness concern,
and, after all, we have a right to say—thosc
ot lJ's who ]Jave had business training—that
tha: business training shall be devoted to the
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benefit of the State. There is an old Latin
pruverb which, translated, runs—''Economy
i citself is a great ineome.’’
well wriie that proverb over the door of this
Legislative Assembly. If we recogaised. that,
and made the revenne meet the expenditure

instead of letting the expenditure eat the rev-

enud, then Jlast year’s findncial operations

would bave given us that spirit of hope-

which «hipped out of Pandora’s box, and

wouldl help ‘us to solve oar financial worries.:

Let us dnalyse the position and see where
we are. ~The governmental revenue whizh
members will recolleet cousists of land tax,
income tox, dividend, totalisator, stamp
dutios and so forth, was antitipated to
reach £1,610,000, or £105,000 more than in
tle previouns year. It mot only did that bLnt
Dbrought in £291,000 more. If we hud been
checking the position, and if we had been
insisting right through upon a general econ-
omy in adwministration, the outlook would have
been very cheerful. The land tax was esti-
mated to bring in £50,000, but it brought in
only £46,425 The income tax was expected

to yield £260,000, and it brought in £271,000.

The dividend duty was expected to produce
£135,000, and it actually returned £144,000.
The totalisator tax was estimated at £45,000,
and it brought in about £100 more than thai
amommt. The stam)r duty, which.was esti-
mated at £115,000, actually yielded £173,000.
Probate doty was estimated to bring in
£45,000, and it yielded %121,961. Licenses
were about right.
" Mr. O’'Loghlen: And there was practically
no increased expenditure on those items.
Mr. GARDINER: So far as 1 can gather
the cost of colleeting this increased revemue
came to about £5,000. I, like the member
for North-Bast Fremantle (Mr. Angwin) am
in a quandary over this. Land and timber
brought in £7,200 more. The law courts were
rTesponsible for £3,000 more. The Royal Mint
figures were £9,700 more. Then there was
£2,800 more from the Commonwealth.
is an item that I can hardly make ont—reim-
bursements in aid. They were estimated to
return £497,528 or £16,000 more than the pre-
vious yeai, but the actual return was £611,965
or £114,000 more. I took the trouble to make
some inquiries, and I found that in almost
every department specified here, the revenue
increased. I think the material factor was the
Agricultural Bank, Ahout £291,000 more was
received In djreet taxation .than the Trea-

surer’s estimate, = which estimate was
£103,000 more than the previous year.
Had there been no drift of “the out-
goings there must have beem a  very
substantial  reduvetion of our  deficit.
We are not unreagsonable in saying that

where thers was such a big inerease in the
return from direct taxation, at least some
portion of that onght to have remained in the
Treasurer’s. hands to pay something off our
overdraft. Coming to the business under-
-takings, it was estimated  that the revenue
from these would .he £277,000 more than the
previous year. That estimate was nearly

We might.

Here

.4 revenune of £300,000 more that year.
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revenue from
Whilst we

double, The total inereased
these sources was £5435,000,
feel ~anxious about the present position,
how- -appalling would have been the
position  if the. Treasurver’s estimiates
only had been realised?! If - the Trea-
surer's cstimates had heen .within -<cooee
of what he antidipated - he would have
found himself probably with a deficit of
£1,230,000. Bad as things are now, we are
spared the position that we wonld have heen
in if the Fremier’s estimates had only just
been realised. \ith this gift of the Gods
showered into his lap the best the Treasurer
can do is to show that he was £20,000 under
his original estimate of the deficit, The rail-
ways were expected to realise an inerease of
£221,000. They actually returned £396,000
more than the revenue of the previous year,
but it took £437,000 to raise that. What in
the mame of all that is good is there in con-
stantly sa¥ing that the defieit is going to De
rectified by produvetion? If the railways are
going to earn £400,000 a year more and if
is is going to cost £450,000 to earn that
moeney, how are we going to remeily the
position

The Minister for Railways: That is not a
fair statement to make, Docaunse it is not the
correct position. We had addiaonal expend:-
ture in the first half of the year.

Mz, GARDINER: The Minister for Kail-
ways knows that we mmst take the average.
Tt does not matter whether it iz the first half
or the second hall of the year. Tbe vailway
figures, T am hoping, are going to be .much
hetter, because we are going to have practi-
cally six months of inereased freights.
Although we are to face arbitration
awards, extra pay, and everything else,
does it mot suggest that things have
got a bit out of hand? The mem-
ber for Bonbory (Mr. Money) is quite right
when he says that a good deal of our railway
tronble arises from our sparse population.
The blame cammot always be on the Govern-
ment that was always puotting railway Bills
through the House. But spesking quite can-
didly it seems to me that there is opportunity
for a sweeping reduction of our annual de-
ficit, This is the history of the deficits of a
few years past: In 1917 it was £700,000.

The Minister for Railways: My deficit 1
suppose was not worth guoting. . ’

Mr. GARDINER: The hon, member wasg
more entitled to have a deficit than others,
but we will come down to where the deficits
2ot into the seven hundred thousand. In
1918 the deficit was £706,000, Only £45,000
more revenue 'was collected, so that was not
very bad. In 18919 'we had a deficit of
£652,000. That was £54,000 less, We had
That
was prineipally railway revenue, In 1920 it
was  £668,000, with £018000 wmore re-
venue, That kind of thing cannot go on.
I am offering these remarks in a spirit of
the fairest criticism. I do not think there is
one member of the Ministry who will reseat
my drawing attention to these matters be-
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cauge they know I am doing s0 in good faith.
We cannot go on piling up deficits and- bor-
rowing money at 6% per cent. interminably,
to pay them off. This is a country in which
we have to spend loan moneys even to give
effect to some of the works that we have
done. If every year we have to find £600,000
or £700,000 with which to pay off the deficits,
80 far as one can see the money market will
be so tight that it will give us trouble to bor-
row even a million. The public works which
may be necessary to bring to full fruition
those already constructed will have to stand
still while we pay our debts. Viectoria went
through exactly the same experience that we
are going through. In the eighties she bor-
rowed and spent, and borrowed and spent
until she came to a full stop. I do not wish
to go through anything more drastic than
that full stop was in Vietoria. The result in
that State has been that ever since them, Vie-
toria has been well financed and is now
doing all her own conversions within the
State. What I Ao suggest in ail honesty
is this: members will have to face the ¢onn-
try almost immediately. Let them go from
here as inessengers with a determined policy.
If the Premier says it is necessary to bring
in certain taxation, let that verdiet go to the
counfry with the endorsement of this Hounge.
Do not leave it until after the House is ad-
journed and then raise the freights. There
are supporters to be considered.

The Minigter for Railways: The House ad-
journed on the 5th December and the freights
were gazetted on the 11th.

Mr, GARDINER: I am not playing with
dates; I am playing with works, The Pre-
mier and his Government are entitled to say,
““We are coming down with a finaneial state-
ment; here is what I may want you to help
me fo get through.’’ S0 far _as I am
concerned he will have my support in
any measure he adopts which will have the
effect of bringing this State out of its diffi-
eulties and which will enable us as honest
citizens to see that we pay our way. I did
intend to offer some constroctive ecriticism
with a desire to help the Government, but T
am just about puffed out.

Mr. PILKINGTON (Perth) [5.45]: There
are many problems waiting to be dealt with
in all parts of the world to-day. At the baek
of those problems, at their base, lies the
question of finance. That question lies at
the bage of the problems which beset us, and
it appears to me to be the duty of the Homse
to face the question of finance and deal with
it. I wag glad to hear the hon. member whoe
has just sat down deal with this matter in
the way he did, because it is of vital im-
portance and must be dealt with sooner or
later. If is surprising to find that it is dealt
with in the Governor’s Speech merely by a
casual sentence stating that proposals, whieh
are not defined, are to be submitted with a
view to bringing revenue and expenditure into
cleser aecord. I would ask hon. members fo
loock back over the period of the last three
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years, a period which almost synchronises
with the life of this Parliament, and con-
sider what the position of the finanees has
been during that time, If the average figures
for those three years are taken it will be
found that in round numbers the gross rev-
enue per aunum has been approximately five
millions. But before ascertaining the net
revenue we must deduct the expenditure om
railways and other business undertakings,
which was digbursed for the purpose of earn-
ng revenue, Averaged, and again in round
figures, that eXpenditure iz two millions,
léaving a net revenue per annum of three mil-
lions. Put again, before carrying on "the
husiness of the country, ome has to deduet
from the net revenue the interest and sinking
fund which is payable yearly. That again has
averaged about two millions, leaving one
million per annum for carrying on the affairs
of the country. It is, I think, unfortunate
that we are in the habit of referring to the
gross revenue as the revenue. It is of course
quite correct, but it is liable to mislead. The
average annual revenue available for carrying
on the affairs of the State during the past
three years has been approximately one mil-
lion. That is the net revenue after paying
interest and sinking fund, And having one
million to spend, we have in each year spent
on an average £1,675,000. ‘Those are the

figures which one has to keep one’s eye upon.

Of course that can only lead to destruction,
to utter disaster—we are facing that way
now—if things go on as in the past. For
my part I can ses mo indication that things
are improving. I can see many reasons for
feeling that one ought to make preparations,
a3 a buginess proposition, in the svent of
things not imoreving but becoming worse.
Now I should like to refer.to the fignres for
that period of three years, that is to say,
the gross revenue, and the net revenue, that is
the money availatle for the government of the
country. In the first of those three years the
gross Tevenue was £4,622,000, the net revenue,
after paying interest and sinking fiand, was
£772,000, and we spent £1478000, In the
following year the gross revenue jumped by
£322.000 to a total of £4,944,000. The net
revenue, after paying ml;erest and sinking
fund, was £906,000, and we spent £1,558,000.
Althuugh the net revenue increased by
£134,000 the deficit was decreased by only
£53.000. The increase in revenue between
those two years was as nothing compared to
the enormous increase in revenue that has
taken place between the last two years of the
period. The gross revenue for last year was
£5,863,000, and the net revenue, after paying
interest and sinking fund, was £1,215,000.
The gross revenue had jumped by £918,000,
and the net revenue by £309,000, We had
a net revenue of £1,215,000, and we spent
£1,383,000, with a deficit of £668,000, In
mentioning the deficit let me for a moment
add this: it bas been stated over and over
apain that the defieit for this year is £20.000
less than the estimate. That ia not trve. The
deficit for this year is £75,000 over and
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above the estimate. The mistake has arisen
in this way: the estimated deficit, as it
appeared on the Estimates of Revenue and
Fxpenditure, was £688,000, but that figure
was explained by the Treasurer when he
made his Budget speech as heing subject to
a deduction of £95,000. The real estimated
deficit was therefore £593,000. Those figiares
appeared in the “West Australian?” of the
10th October last. The £393,000 estimated
deficit has been exceeded by £75,000. It is
not & matter of importance, except that it
would be important if thése representations
were made to mislead people into belicving
that the position is better than it is.

Hon. W. C. Angwin: That is the sinking
fund on the Coolgardie water supply.

[The Deputy Speaker took the Chair.]

Mr, PILKINGTON: Of eourse it does not
matter two straws whether the eatimated
. deficit has been or has not been exceeded;
but it matters very much if the publie are
to be told that the position has improved
becanse the estimated deficit has not been
exceeded. There is mno reason why that
statement should be put forward Such a
statement should not be made. The facis
ghould be put forward., I have shown the
extremely buoyaznt nature of the revenue.
The Premier is fond of referring to the
buoyancy of the revenue, and it is evident
From the figures I have given that there is
a buoyancy in the revenue. But that bmoy-
sncy may nnt be due to the extremely happy
cireumstances which the Premier believes
to exiat., The Premier has said it is due to
ikie prosperity of the country. That, I think,
is the purest nonsense. I do not believe
that any person looking at the true facts
can believe that the revenue is buayant
because of the great prosperity whieh is
gaid to be amongst us, I should like to ask
hon. members to look back, Some of them,
I think, will be able to remember the veea-
gion te which the last hon. member who
spoke referred, that is to say, the period in
Victoria prior to the bank smagh, say the
ten ycars before 1893. During that period
.certain things existed whieh it wonld be
well for us to note now. There was an
enormons inflation of bank eredit, the bank
deposits went up by ten millions. That was
during the ten years before 1893, They
were higher than ever before in Vietoria.
There was an  appearance of great
prosperity, money was flowing freely, huge
incomes were made. At the same time the
roevenue of the country was more bueyant
than ever before. The revenue went up by
two millions. Now those things exist to-
day in this country. Since the war began
the bank deposits in this State have gone
upr by nearly 100 per cent. I speak of the
reriod up to the 31st March last. We have
there that same inflation of bank credit.
We have the appearance of prosperity,
money flowing freely, and we have the
bouyancy in the revenue, Now that buoy-

[ASSEMBLY.] .

ancy in the ravenue under these circum-
stances is a symptom; but it is a symptom,
not of prosperity, but of enormously inflated
eredit. The position is not precisely the
same as it was in Vietoria, but it has cer-
tain peints of resemblance which it is im-
portant we should realise, In Victoria the
bavk deposits went up hecause the banks
were making enormous advances on land
values; and as the banks made enormous
advances, so the amount of money in eireu-
lation in the country increased, and up went
the bank deposits. Here the results have
not been brought obout in the same way,
but mostly by Government borrowings, as
hag happened in several of the countries 1n
Europe. However, that is the position, and
the buoyaney of the reveuue is due almozt
entirely to the inflation of ecredit. The
Premier may say, and say quite correctly,
that good prices have been obtained for
wheat and for wool, and that therefore we
have a more buoyant revenue than if those
prices were lower, That is true, but the big
factor in this buoyamcy of the revenue is,
I think, the same factor as existed in Vie-
toria, mnamely, the enormouns inflation of
bank credit, and the enmormous increase
therefore of the amount of money in the
country, -without, of cuvurse, any increaze
whatever in wealth. Those are facts and
figures which I believe to be beyond serious
dizpute, and I think we are entitled to
aslc the Government what is their policy

in regard to this matter., I regret to
gay that, so far as I ean see, the
Government hkave no peolicy. We are inld

that 211 will come right, we are told to wait,
to hope, and it will all come right. That
ig the suggestion. Sometimes the sugges-
tion is that we shall so inerease our produe-
tion that the affairag of the State will right
themselves. That, again, I believe to be the
purest nonsense. 1 do not believe any coun-
try on earth ever increased its production
ag rapidly as Western Australia would have
10 do to correct the present state of affairs,
I regret to say the Government appear fo
have adopted the policy of drift which
has characterised their predecessors. The
policy is ome of simple drift, and no
atiempt is being made to grapple with the
sitnation. Pergsonally, as I have said on
several occasions in the House, I believe
there is no possible means whereby this
country can pget straight, and no possible
means whereby Anstralia can straighten her
finances, except the simple ¢ld means of
drastie taxation and drastie retrenchment.
The policy of the Government is, therefore,
that of plain drifting. They do nothing.
They suggest nothing. They drift help-
lessly, hopelessly, and lifelessly, and appar-
cotly they do not know where they will
finish wp. It must be remembered that if
we allow things to go as they are going now
the position will beeome worse every day.
ANl of us must know that during the last
five years we eould have borne higher taxza-
tion without serious trouble. Higher taxa-
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tion during the last. five “years would have
been easy. I venture to say that a good
_many business men in Perth will view
the matter in this light: Had they been
taxed during the last five years it would not
have been any great hardship, bnt to be
taxed during the cnsuing five years will be
a hardship. And yet, taxation must come.
If the Government wait to impose their
taxation wntil things are extremely bad then
the taxation will be harder to bear. During
the period of apparent prosperity - through
which we have been passing, when money was
running freely and being spent freely, taxa-
tion would probably have been litile falt.

Hen, W, C. Apgwin: They would mot
allow it to go on.

Mr. PILKINGTON: Quite so. If the
taxation had been put on, it would have
had beneficial results in many directions.
When people do the right thing it has bene-
ficial results in many directions., If taxa-
tion had been put on at the right time it
would have checked the shameless extravag-
ance which has been going on here and else-
where, not only in Western Astralia, but in
Australia generally. .

Hon. W. C..Angwin: This FHovse wanted
it: puit on but the Couneil would not allow it.

AMr. PILKINGTON : [ was not here at the
time, so eannot discuss that point. The fact
is, that. if taxation had been put on it would
bhave checked extravagance, and gathered to-
gether for the benafit of the Statc moneys
which were being used in an extravagant
way. It would have taught the people to live
less expensively and to avoid extravagance.
1t would lhave made them ready to face the
situation, and helped to de away with the
unrest which exists in the world to-day.
At present the working man at the hottom
is pinched when the cost of goods goes up.
What he sees, or thinks he seées, is that he
himself iz being pinched, while everyone
else has more money than ever before, and
is better off. He sees that, and naturally
feels that he is being badly used. If the
Government had taxed solilly and vigoronsly
the working: man—1I refer now to the man
on the minimum wage—he would have seen
that other people were also bearing their
share of the burden. -He would have seen
that other people were also suffering, and

would mot have felt the same indignation

which at present, I regret to say, he feels
somewhat keenly. I hope the Government will
deal with this question immediately, and tell
us what they propose to do. Generalities
are of no use. What we want is a policy
showing how it is proposed to deal with the
finances of this country in sueh a way that
the revenue and expenditure may, to use the
Government’s own language, be brought into
closer ac¢ord. T wish to deal also with one or
two other matters, and to say a few words
partienlarly in reference to the recent strike
of civil servants, and the manmer in which
it was dealt with by the Government. I
think the Government method in this in-
stance has been very disastrous, and that
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it will in  the future ecaunse far greater
trouble than it has dome in the past. An
ordinary strike is. a very different thing
from a strike of civil -servants. Personally I
think an ordinary strike ought not to ‘be il-
legal, I am not, of course, snggesting that
strikes are advisable, or that they are things
to be encouraged, for, obviously, they are
not. I gannot myself, however, see any
justice or right -in making a strike illegal,
ov a lock-out illegal. At the same time,
T think that in striking, men are exercising
a right which they ought to possess, ‘I:_tllt
a right which they ought not to exercise
except in unusnal circumstances, but when
we have a strike of civil servants swe have
-gomething entirely different, “When we have
a strike of civil gervants we have disloyalty
in its widest and worst sense. .

The Minister for Works: Ilear, hear!

Mr. PILKINGTON: A strike of civil ser-

vants is nothing else than distoyalty. 1Tt js
rebellion. .
_ M. Harrison: Mntiny!
o Mp. PILKINGTON: It is vile and shame-
Aol - Tt has .no- likeness or conncetion with
the ordinary. strike of working men in an
ordinary business. The thing shounld have
heen dealt with on the basis of its being a
rebellion, and difloyalty to the State.

Mr, Lutey: Run in the Ministers for nok
denling with it, and for not giving the eivil
servants a living wage. .

Mr, PILKINGTON: That i3 the issue
‘whi¢lh has come forward, and appears to
have suggested itself to the people as being
the real issue. Were the civil servants justly
ot unjustly dealt with? I believe—I may he
wrong—that the ecivil servants had very
grave grievances. I helieve they had very
grave grievances indeed, but I say that no
grievantes on earth, 1o gricvances that can
(bl conceived, will justify the civil servants.
in arting disloyally, as their action. in strik-
ing indicates. .

The Minister for Works: Heuar, heur!

Mr, PILEINGTON: In dealing with this
question of the ecivil servants’ strike, I put
aside their pgrievances wholly and cuticely. -
I -adinit their grievances are serious, nnd
that these gricvances have nnt heen redvossed,
and that in the absence of redress they have
been, patient; but nothing on earth can jns-
tify the civil servants in striking, and in their
attitude of disloyalty and rebellion. 1 ask
han. members to consider the position. There
are three great departmenis of Government,
the Judiclary, the Executive, and the Legis-
lature. What was the position of the three
departments of Govermment? The Tudiciary
was at a standstill; the administration of
justice in Western Australia was practically
stopped. The Executive was wholly and
completely paralysed. Parliament, however,
was not called together.  Parliament was
simply idnored, 'and presently we shall be
told, I suppose, that here is a Bill anil the
civil servants say, ‘“You have to pass it
Pass it or we go on strike again’’ What
are we going to do? The position has been
that Parliament has been wholly ignored.
- A board has heen promised to the eivil ser-
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vants, and, for anght I know, has been ap-
pointed without any reference to Parliament,
With authority té carry on and ultimately to
be -ratified by this Honse and by another
place. T confess that is to my mind.the
most unconstitutional procedure I have ever
heard of. It is astounding and amazing that
Ministers, under domstitntional government,
should ignore - Parlinment in. this wmwannet:
That, however, is a phase we may perhaps
pass over for the time being. The point is;
that the whole of the Judieiary and ‘the whola
of the Executive were paralysed, and Parlia-
ment wag ignored. What- was the position?
There was no 'Government. ~Government
wad gone. . The isswe was not whether the
civil servants -had grievances or not bub it
was, i3 there to he govermment or is there to
be anarchy? That -was the only issue. I
venture to say it was the duty of the Gov-
ernment to call Parliament together. The
thing eould casily have been done,  There was
no difficulty in ¢alling Parliament together.
Parliament could - have reassembled, ' and
a Bijll introduced to provide that on a cer-
tain date the civil ‘servants ghonld return 1o
work, and ‘that any civil servant whe did mot
return to work, ipso facte, would cease to be
a civil servant as from the day on which he
struck, and so forth. Had that been done
I believe the eivil servants would have re-
turned to work., Had they not returned to
work we would have known where we were,
We would not have had to deal with this re-
bellion and this .nutiny as if it were an or-
dinary .strike amongst the minimum wage-
earners.

[The Speaker resumed the Chair.]

Hon. W. C. Angwin: They did not deal with
it in that way : they sent out armed police.

Mr. PILKINGTON: The thing was dealt
with in such a way that, as the Jeader of th&)
Opposition interjected, striking is now respect-
able. They dealt with it in such a way that the
Government represented to the people of the
State that striling in the civil service is & thing
thet is respectable.

Mr. Johnston: You Joan them the money
that they might have earned. . -

" Mr. PILKINGTON : During the period of the
strike ? That was a thing I was going to men.
tion. . .

Hon. P. Collier : Without interest too.

Mr, PILKINGTON : It is true the Govem-
‘ment- sat firm. They were not going to pay the
Service for the time they were out on sirike;
nothing on earth would make them do so;
they were adamant. But they did pay them.

The Minister for Works : No, they did not.

Mr. PILKINGTON: They did pay: them.
It is said that repayment is going to be made in
the future. It iz said that repayment is going
to be made beginning, I think, three months
herice, and that the repayment is to be made
over a period of 12 months. I wonder what
the Government will say to the civil servants
who may say to them, “ If you take that money
off we will go on strike again.” Rightly or
wrongly it is accepted, I 'belie've, by the eivil
servants as a fact that they are not going ta
have that repayment enforced.
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Hon. P. Collier: That is so.

Mr. PILKINGTON: They think that is
part of the bargain. They may be quite wrong,
bat they think it is part of the bargain, -

The Attorney (feneral: They do not even
think it, .

Mr. PILKINGTON : They think it is part of
the bargain, but they may be entirely wrong.
The Attorney General cannot know they do not
think it unless he has asked them. If he has
asked them he must have some reason for sup-
posing they do think it.

The Attorney General: I know a great deal
more of what they think than you do, considering

the number of times I -have seen them.

Mr. PILKINGTON : I suppose the attitude
of the Government really is, “ We say to you
emphatically that you are géing to repay this
money,” and then—

Hon.. P. Collier: The Attorney General was
the only Minister who 'was friendly towards
them, so they said, but he was not the whole
Cabinet. ,

Mr. PILEINGTON : I do not know where the
suggestion of repayment came from, but I
believe the money will not be repaid.

The Minister for Works: Do you approve
of it ?

Mr. PILKINGTON: Approve of it! I do
not approve of anything that the Government
have done up to the present in regard to the
strike, and 1 do not expect to be able to approve
of anything they are going to do in the future.

Sitting siaspénded from 615 to 730 pan.

Mr. PILKINGTON.: During the adjournment
I have been informed that in the figures which
I gave before tea I made an error. I stated
that in the.real deficit there wae an excess of
£75,000 over the net estimated deficit. When
making that statement I was not aware of a
circumstance of which I have since been inforined,
by the Premier, that the Act which was passed
last: session rendering it unnecessary to pay
the full amount into the sinking fund of the-
Coolgardie water scheme has not been carried
out. The authorities in London objecting to the
full amount not being paid, the whole amount
has been paid in as before. The amount was
£75,000, ind to that extent my figures were
inaccurate. I should like also te add to my
remarks - regarding the - public service atrike
this, that although the strike was an aét of
very gross disloyalty I do not, of eourse, for oiie
moment guggest that every individual civil
gervant who stopped work was guilty -of dis
loyalty. As we all lmow, ‘many of the civil
servants stopped work for the obvious reasen
that they could not go on, had no chance of
going on. My own belief is that a very large
number, a noti large majority, of the civil servants
would have much preferred continuing their
work to striking.

Hon. P. Collier : There was nothing to prevent
the majority from continuing work if they so
desired.

Mr. PILKINGTON : There was the simple
difficulty, whish very frequently arises, that the
minority had cherge of the mabhinery, and,
having charge of the mechinery, they took
advantage of that fact to create a strike.
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Mr. Jones: The civil servants went back to
work besause the majority wanted to go hack.

Mr. PILKINGTON : I am merely expressing
my own opinion. I do not wish to speak of the
civil servants, as a body, as being disloyal from
end to end. That would be gquite untrue. I
am guarding agsinst any possible false impression
which I may have created by my remarks before
tea. Now I should like to refer to some remarks
made by the leader of the Opposition in the course
of his speech on the Address-inreply. The
hon. gentleman stated that there was a class
war. He stated that he himself was very
undesiroes of doing anything to increase the
class war between employers and employed,

but he said that in his opinion that class war -

existed, and must continue to exist es long as the
present oapitalistic system existed. He said
further that the class war existed for the reason
that the interests of the employers and the
employed were dismetrically opposed. It is at
the present time important that those who
speak regarding matters closely connected with
the unrest which we know exists all over the
world, should be careful of their language and
careful of the opinions which they express. We
are—I suppose there is no reason why we should
not face the fact—the world over closer to the
possibility of revolution than any one individual
of us has ever been in the course of his life hitherto.
We have emerged from a period of unexampled
peace extending over many years, followed by
_the great war; and the unrest throughout the
world is evident to everyone. Tt is of the utmost
importance, therefore, that things should not be
said, or if gaid should not be allowed to go un-
answered, which tend to increase that unrest.
Now, if it were true that there is necessarily and
dlways a class war between employers and
employed because their interests are diametrie.
ally opposed, I cannot see much hope of industrial
peace. But I believe the plain fact is that there
is no truth whatever in the suggestion that the
interests of employers and employed are
diametrieally opposed. The instence which the
leader of the Opposition gave wos this: lhe said
it is to the interests of the employee to get high
wages, and it is to the inferest of the employer
not to pay high wages, and therefore the interests
of employee and employer are diamefrically
opposed. :
Fon. T. Walker: On that score.

Me. PILKINGTON : On that one point. Now
Iet me toke another instence. In exactly the
same way, the interests of the wool grower and
the wool buyer are divergent when it comes to
the price of wool. The wool grower wants to
sell at the highest possible price: the wool
buyer wants to buy at as low a price 4s he possibly
een. That is quite true, but I have no hesitation
in saying that the interests of the wool grower
and those of the wool buyer are not dismetrically
opposed in any sense. I say it is to the interests
of both that the wool industry should be suc-
cessful. Their interests, so far from being
diametrically opposed, although they ave diver-
gent at one particnlar point, are almost identical.
And the seme thing is true’ as regards employers
and employed. It is to the interests of both
employer and employed that the industry on
which they live should be prosperous. That is
their big interest. Their interests, so far from
being diametrically opposed, are on most points
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practically identical ; and’ even on the very
point of wages, exactly as on the question of the
price of wool, it is of vital importance to the
employer that his workmen should be paid on
such a scale as will enable them to be effcient.
That is to say, it is of importance to the employer
that the wages of the workers should not be
so low that the workers will hecome ineffcient
in any genze. And it is important to the wage
earner that his wages should be such that a
profit shall be available suffcient to enable the
employer to run the industry. So that even
on the very point of the wages themselves the
interests of employer and employed are nob
diametrically opposed at all. .

Mr. O"Loghlen: What percentage of profit
is & fair thing to enable an industry to carry
on ?

Mr. PILKINGTON: That always depends
entirely on circumstances.

Mr. O’Loghlen: If you were a shareholder

in a business proposition, what would you say
was a faif percentage of profit? '
- 'Mr. PILKINGTON : One cannot possibly say
that unless one knows the conditions, What s
a fair return in one case may be utterly unfair
in another. We know that while ive per cent.
may be an adequate retwim in one industry,
it would be utterly insufficient in another.

Mr. O'Loghlen : If yon could get 100 per cent.’
profit, would you take it ? -

Mr. PILKINGTON: 1°?

Mr. O'Loghlen: Yes.

Mr. PILKINGTON : If T could get 500 per
cent. I would take it. All the profits that I can
henestly make in any business I am prepared
to take. _I see no objection whatever to that.

Mr. O'Loghlen : And would you compel the
coal miner, for instance, to obey any law that
might be imposed ? ;

Mr. SPEAKER: Order!

Mr. PILKINGTOK : I do not quite follow
the hon. member. I say that any person who
is carrying on a business is entitled to mnk_e
any profit he can make while carrying on his
business fairly and honestly. I will go farther
and point out that if & business is carried on
prosperously in that way, it is very much to the
benefit of the country ; and I may add that if
businesses are making big profits, that is the
way in which wage earners may expect to be
paid big wages.

Hon. P. Collier: Not necessarily at all.

Mr. O'Loghlen : It does not work out.

‘Mr. PILKINGTON : I did not say. “ neces-
serily.” I venture to say that the hon. member
interjecting is under a misapprehension. It
has worked out in America, where that truth is
recognised by the Labour Party, who have done
more for the people they represent than any
other Labour party have done for their people.

Hon. P. Collier : They are softer in America
than ever we were in Australia. They are
working eight hoors a day there still.

Mr. SPEAKER : Order!

Mr. PILKINGTON : These interjections can-
not alter the fact that real wages in.America
have for many years been higher than in any
other part of the world.

Mr. O’Loghlen : And the hours longer.

Hon. P. Collier: The workers are relatively
worse off in America. :
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Mr. PILKINGTON; The “relatively "’ may
be laft out. The real wages in America have
been higher than in any other part of the world
for many years.

Mr. .O'Loghlen: Our gold mines have paid
25 millions in dividends, but that has not im-.
Pproved the conditions of the wage earner.

Mr. SPEAEER: Order! The hon, member
will have an opportunity. .

Mr. PILEINGTON: The Labour party in
America. have recognised the unguestionable
fact, the indisputable fact, thet high wages can
only erise when there are big profits from the
industry—I am using the word “ profits >’ there
meaning all the proceeds, of the industry less
outgoings other than wages. From high profits
alone can one obtain high wages. There is no
fund on earth from which high wages ean be paid,
except profits, Consequently high profits are
essential before high wages can be paid. That fact
 has been xecognised by the American Labour
party for many years.

Mr. Jones : You mean, by the American Labour
Federation.

Mr. PILKINGTON : By the Labour party in
America. I do not mean certain smell sections
of the workers of America ; I mean the American
Labour party represented by Mr. Samuel
Gompers. .

Mr. Jones : We know him.

Mr, PILKINGTON : There is one other matter
to which I wish to refer, and that is the policy
of the Government in regard to State trading
concerns. I think we are entitled to know what
the policy of the Government is. .

The Minister for Works : Tt is quite cledr,

Mr. PILKINGTON: We have in the Govern-
ment the Minister for Mines, who I take it is in
favour of State trading. We have in the Govern-
ment the Attorney General, who I understand
is against State trading. Then we have the
Minister for Works, who, I understand from
his own statements, is"both in favour of State
trading and against. State trading.

Hon. P. Coilier : That is the Minister for Works
all right.

Mr. PILEINGTON : That position exhibits a
versatility which I think does the hon, gentleman
credit. But these facts only lead one to con-
‘fusion as to what is the Government's policy
in regard to.State trading concerns.

Hon. P. Collier: Any old policy.

Mr. PILKINGTON: All we know is that
- under the present Government State trading
" concerns have been extended very greatly. That

i all we know, If from their fruits we should

know them, I should say that the present Govern-

ment are in favour of State trading; and, if
they are, then Heaven only knows why they are
not sitbing with hon. members on the Opposition
. side of the House. There has been for some
time a persistent rumour that & commissioner
of State trading concerns is to be appointed. Tt
is announced in the Clovernor’s Speech, but for
gome time past it has been rumoured that this
is going to take place. And rumour went so
far as to state that the gentleman to be appointed
was no other than the Minister for Works, I
sincerely trust that this will not wrn out to be
well founded. Of course I cannot know whether
or not the rumour had anything in it, except
that T now find in the Speech that such an ap-
pointment is ta be made. I trust the Govern-
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ment are not going to do any snch thing as to
appoint one of their own members to that post.
r. O’Loghlen: We require an experienced

‘man.

Mr. Munsie: We cannot appoint a man
opposed fo Stoate trading concerns. -« .

Mr. PILEINGTON : But the Minister for
Works is both for and against State trading
concerns. However, I earnestly ask the Govern-
ment to let us know definitely what their policy
is on this matter and how they propose to carry
it out. It is true as the Premier says, that
we have been told over and over again that they
are against State trading. But what they do
is to increase the State trading concerns. I
remember that only lest year at the Royal Show
the member for North-East Fremantlé suggested
to me that I should go over and see what the
Government were doing at the State Implement
Works. I went across and found amongst
other manufactures which I believed to be new,
a cart, a dray, a bedstead and a machine
for making macaroni. At every twn one
comes up against the amazing versatility of the

. Minister for Works.

The Minister for Works: On a point of order,
T object to that.

The SPEAKER : The Minister cannot inter-
rupt unless the hon. member addressing the
Chair resumes his seat.

Mr. PILKINGTON: Fer the advantage of
hearing the Mmister saying anything I shall be
pleased to resume my seat. It is a pleasure to
see that I have roused the Minister. I have
found it most difficult to do so. I do not possess
the happy knack of hon. members opposite of
throwing across to the Minisfer bouquets of
compliments and therefore I cannot, as they cean,
rouse him to blush and gush and flush
like a flattered flapper. However, the Minister
for Works has led me into a by.path. I came
here to speak of these State trading enterprises.
I do hope that the Premier will tell us definitely
and clearly not only what the poliey of the Govern.
ment is in this respect, but also the way in
which he proposes that that policy shall be carried
out.

Mr. GRTFFITHS (York) [7.43]: I have
listened with intercst to the members for
Irwin (Mr. Gardiner) and for Perth (Mr,
Yilkington). I think you, Sir, in the course
of your varied readings mnst have come
across that old character Mark Tapley, who
took credit to himself for being jolly under
the most distressful circumstances, I think
the House cau take credit to itself for still
being jolly under the distressful eireum-
stances depicted by those two hon. mem-
bers. The member for Perth in discussing
the finaneial position did not to my mind
draw a fair comparison when he dwelt upon
Vietoria in its boom days. To me it secems
that Western Australia with its handful of
peoplc has an énormous task in froat of it
to grapple with the finaneial position, and
to meet the various requirements that come
from all parts of the country, one member
agking for a railway, another for a harbour,
and a third for the introduction of the bulk
handling system. Nolwithstauding all thesze
varied requests importunately made, the
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‘Government are taken to task for not keep-
ing revenyu well ahead of expenditure. The
member for Ierth (Mr. Pilkington) de-
clared that we should have been more
heavily taxed in the past. When we look
‘back to pre-war days, when the pound ster-
" ling would buy a pound’s worth of goods,
and then consider that the wvalue of the
pound sterling is to-day somewhere in the
neighbonrhood of 10s, I do not think those
prosperous days freely commented upon by

the member for Perth are very apparent.

&till whilst the House 18 composed -of all
stades of opinion, the remarks of those two
hon, members night well be taken to heart.
The possibility is that.if the Government
~were to take those remarks to heart, some
of those requesta which all of us are so
ready to bring before the Premier might
not meet with so cordial a reception. In
-comparing Western Australia with the
other States we cannot but remember what
"we have gone through during the war. Two
years ago in one ‘hour I saw eight larpe
“ocean steamers pass through Sydney Heads.
I saw new industries right and left, fae-
tories and steel works going full stéam
:ahead, warchouses piled with goods ib-
tende& for the South Sea Island trade pre-
viously done by Germany, abounding pros-
perity on every hand. The war put money
into the pockets of the people of Sydney
and Melbourne while it took it out of ours.
I am sorry the Minister for- Mines is not
here, because T have some interesting mat-
ter to bring under his notice,

Mr.
Mr.

Jones: He is never here after tea.
GRIFFITHS: That is not fair,
Mr. Jones: But it is true.

Mr. GRIFFITHS: 1t is not true. The
member for Sussex has on the agenda paper
8 notice that he intends to move for the

issue of a regulation governing prospeeting

for oil. T have here an-extract from the
“latest issue of the “United Wnpire” as
.Tollows:—

At the present time, whep the question
of the supply und control of the oil aup-
 plies of the world is exercising the minds
of all Guvernments and affecting so many
matters, vital to commereial interesis, it
is worthy of note that Western Australia
is hopeful of participating in the produe-
tion of il
ister for Mines
who is preparing a Bill to promote and
control cil in that Btate said recently:—
‘¢ Judging from information supplied to
me I am fairly optimistic regarding the
possible discovery of oil in Western Aus-
tralia, True, a lot of work has yet to be
dene before anything definite can be said.
‘I realise the importance and value of the
-discovery of oil, not only to Western Aus
tralia, but to the Commonwealth and the
Empire. Therefore anything that can be

done to encourage prospecting should be

«ome.”

The Hon. John Scaddan, Min--
in Western Australia, -
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This was in the July issue of the paper
quoted from, the editer of which goes on
t0 say:—
It i gincerely to be hoped that if the
prospeetur succeed in his quest the con-
ditiens govarning the granting of licenses
will be made “sufliciently attractive and
will be at least not more onerous thaa
obtains in other parts of the world. Tm
view of the serious situation regarding
0il, no possible field should be neglected,
and the Western Australian Government
will be well advised in offering investor
and prospector alike every indueement {o
enterprise,
I livpe that when the motfion to be moved
by the member for Sussex comes hefore us
members will take that interest in this
matter which ifs importance warrants, In
this State we have all the minerals known
to seience. - The only thing which appears to -
have been omitted is petrelenm, and there is
no reasen why petrolenm should not be found
in this country, seeing that we have large
supplies. of brown coal, shale and ordinary
coal, and’ that usually oil is to be found ad-
jacent to coal fields. It is of no use relying
on the geologists, for it is a matter of drill-
ing., The drill alone will prove whether we
have oil. Up fo the present the reports of
the engineers have heen fatal to any project
for starting a vetroleum field. Tt is only by
trusting to the drill and by giving every en-
conragement to the investor and the pros-
pector alike that we shall learn whether wo
have this very valuable asset within the
State. It bas been suggested that there are
ginister influences behind this question of oil
supply. In any case it iz up to usg to investi-

" zate and find ont what the sinister influences

may be so that we may bring to o successful
issue the search for oil. S

Mr. O’Loghlen: A £10,000 bonus is al-
ready offered by the Federal Government.

Mr. GRIFFITHS: Tt has been remarked
to-night that swe have put vp a record in the
asking of questions. Had I not hbeen a
minute or two late this affernoon X should
have asked a couple myself. -

Mr. SPEAKER: Order! There is no. oe-
casion for any apology.
. Mr. GRIFFITHS: - I bad intended {o ask
the Minister for Industries what is being
dene in regard to the forest products labor-
atory. I understand that an agreement has
been entered into between the Federal Gov-
ernment and the State Government, the State

‘Government having granted a site and a cer-

tain sum of money, while on the other hand
the Federal Government have agreed to sap-
ply plant, pay salaries, provide material, and
build the laboratory. Now we hear rumours,
whether correet or not.I do not know, that
the Federal Government are hedging. It was
with a view to ascertaining from the Minis-
ter whether he had any late information that
I proposed to ask -certain questions to-day.
The member for Forrest (Mr. O’Loghlen) is
interested in this matter. No member of this
House has a hetter knowledge of the wealth
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of our forests in the matter of essential oils,
paper pulp, tanning bark, ete., than he has.
It is up to the Minister to keep the Federal
authorities to their compact and get the lab-
oratory into operation as soon as possible.
Experiments have been made with a view to
producing paper pulp from young karri
Paper pulp is a most valuable asset to-day to
auy country which can produce it, as the
member for North Perth will admit,
seems that we shall have to send our own
timber to foreign laboratories. We sent Mr.
Boas to England, America, and India to make
investigations into this matter, and though
he has had a successful trip and has acquired
a lot of valnable information, very little pro-
gress towards actual work seems to have heen
madé. While the war was on, we were on the
qii vive to utilise our latent resources and
waste material, to burn up all this timber in
sneh a way that the essential oils would be
preserved, and ¢conomise in other respects,
but now that the war is over, I suppose we
shall get a lot of these products cheaply
from other eountries and the ¢pportunity will
slip by. This is why I urge that something
should be dome to get this laboratory into
opration, because we have in our forests un-
told wealth that only needs to be properly
utilised. I was pleased to hear the other
day that the Mipister had informed a depu-
tation from Leederville that Herdsman’s
Lake was being drained. This may seem
only a small matter, but last year, when
speaking on the question of water supplies,
I mentioned this as. one of the works for the
future. It was a project which in the past had
beén regurded as likely to prove valuable ‘to
the city. as an area for vegetable gardening
and dairying purpeses. But I little thonght
that we were so near to-a realisation of these
advantages as appear to be the case. This is
doubly interesting to me because it shows
we are on the cve of developments, many
of which are bigger than some members anti-
cipate. Thé mention of this drainage
scheme brings to 'my recollection another
project of which I have spoken in this House.
Over 20 years ago the late Lord Forrest
placed a sum ‘of £20,000 oh the Estimates
to provide for investigations into the prae-
ticability of constructing a series of locks
‘on the Avon River.” Recently we read in the
‘Press of the immeuse quantities of water
which overflowed th¢ weir at Mundaring, but
when T tell the House that the overflow at
the Northam weir in one day was sufficient
to fill the Mundaring eatchment, members
will realise how mueh water is going to
waste. In onc season there was a total over-
flow of 63,661 million gallons of water, The
Mundaring catchment covers an area of
about 300 square miles, but the Avon eatch-
ment has an arvea of over 4,000 square miles;
so members can picture for themselves the
immense volume of water which is poing to
waste every year. It has been said that the
water of the Avon is salt. No doubt it is.
Like the rivers in meost arid and semi-arid
commtries where the evaporation iz great,

Now it
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salts previal in varying degrees in- the pools
of the Avon Valley. I hope that prepara-
tios will be made in the mear future for
the damuning of this river, becanse I think
investigation will prove that it is a prae
ticable proposition. The damming of this
immense quantity of water and the -making
of the Avon o live stream would tend -to re-
“duce the salinity of the pools. In New
South Wales,- by the growing of salthush
and mangolds and the planting of trees
along the crecks, it has been possible to re-
duce the salinity and bring otherwise unfit
soils under profitable cultivation, A Cali-
fornian professor demonstrated that  the
biack alkali- eonld be successfully com-
bated, and that land impregnated with the
most deadly forin of salt, the white alkali,
was capable of being trented and profit-
ably enltivated., + If proper investigation
were made and the right means were
adopted, the Avon River eculd be suocess-
fully locked and the land, instead. of carry-
ing a few sheep and being worth about £10-
an aere as at present, could; be brought
under enltivation and inereased in. value to
vearver £100. The other evening I asked the
Minister for Agriculture certain guestions
regarding supplies of wire and wire-nett-
ing, In spite of what the member for
North-East Fremantle (Hon. W. C. Ang-
win} said, I believe we shall have a fair num-
ber of agrianlfural labourers immigrating to
this State. The hon. member spoke about
the conditions in the old coyntry being bet-
ter than they are here. I had personal
knowledge of farming conditions in the
county of Shropshire 25 years ago and though .
they have iniproved since, I am satisfied
that no farm labourer there would have an
opportunity to acqnire a farm of his own as
he would do if he scttled in Western Aus-
tralia. The hon. member can say what he
likes about the conditions in England being
better than they are here. Farm' labourers
might be receiving a few shillings per week
mord, but there are no chances for men to
go on the land there as they may do lere
and, alter a €ew reasonably good seasons,
get farms of their. ovwm.

Mr., O'Loghlen: You allow that the op-
portunities in this country are. getting very
Timited. .

Mr, GRIFFITHS: Yes. : .
Mr., O’Loghlen: Mr., MeLarty will tell
you that.

Mr. GRIFPFITHS: A good deal of our
best land is being eut out. I wish to im-
press on the Minister that we have millions
of acres of second eclass land which should be
roperly investigated. Demonstration farms not
tate farms such as we have at present, but
farms worked by the farmers themselves,
ghould be established. They would not cost
much to run. Similar farms have given
wonderful results in other countries, and the
farmers have been able fo grapple with the
big problems which retarded their progress.
It would be wise to adopt the system here
and see if romething eould neot be done with
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the great areas of serub land which at pre-
sent are growing only rabbits and other ver-
min. I wish to speak more particularly of
wire-netting. Members may think this is
not a matter of special importance, but I
wish to point out that it is one of consider-
able importance. In the far oni areas at
Graball, Wandering, and East Eumminin, and
all along the ecastern belt, we have soldier
settlement. Out there the dingo is rampant,
and it is ‘impossible to keep sheep, though
sheep and wheat are the ideal combimation
for a holding. T visited the school at Wan-
dering recently and noticed that the child-
ren were making a garden. I asked one litfle
chap which was his plot of wheat. He re-
plied, ‘1 am not growing any wheat: Some
of the boys have planted it, but as fast
as if comes up the rabbit comes and eats it.”?
The presence of the dinge is making it im-
possible to keep sheep.

Mr, S8mith: The children ought to be taught
rabbit trapping. -

Mr; GRIFFITHS: Twelve mionths ago it
was stated in the Federal Parliament that
large works had been erected together with
a Dplant capable of supplying the whole of
Australia’s needs in wire-netting, and would
be in operation in four months, The ‘mem-
her for Hannans (Mr, Munsie}, in speaking
on price-fixing about six months later, men-
ticned that a certain man in Perth, who re-
quired .20 tons of No. 10 wire, went to a
loeal firm and got a guotation of £60 per
ton. Considering the price asked unfair, he
eabled to England and got the material
landed at Fremantle for £30 a ton. This was
a month or two after we had been assured
that there would be in operation works eap-
able of supplying the whole of the needs of
Australia, Twelve months have gone by since
then., When T asked the Minister for Agri-
culture if this market in the Eastern States
was beirg exploited, and if the Government
were attempting to get something cheaper,
the answer given io me to question No. 2
was that it was known that works were being
-erected in Australia.

" Mr. O’Loghlen: I do not think he inguired
at all,

Mr. GRIFFITHS: I do not know whether
he did so or not. - T

Mr. O'Loghlen: It was a poor old answer.

Mr, GRIFFITHS: It is not a fair thing.
Knowing the urgent need there is for this
commodity, the Minister might have told me
something of a more sensible nature "other
than that the Government knew that works
were being erected in Australia.

Mr, Johnston: Very little progress is being
wade with the works,

Mr, GRIFFITHS: The works have been
torning out wire. ‘

Mr. Johnston:
high at present.

Mr. GRIFFITHS: Since the strike T be-
lieve the works have been turning out wire,
The only difficulty was that the Federal Gov-

They are about two feet
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ernment took a lot of the wire to Melhourne,
and did not give Lysaghts in Sydney a chance,

Mr. Johnston: They are shifting the whele
plant from Parramatta to Neweastle, and
the whole plant is about two feet high.

Mr, GRIFFITHS: It is only fair that the
Minister should put on ¢me of his officers to
find ont about the wire, and see whether some-
thing cannot be dene to produes it, I have
asked the Attorney -~General Yo con-
sider the .positiori rsgarding machinery
under the hire purchase agreement system.
I want to prepare the House, in case the
Government see fit to bring down an
amendment to the Dhire purchase Aect.
Amongst the many cases I could deal with
there is one in which a man buys a harvester,
and pays £94 deposit upon it The firm
from whom he buys it takes the harvester
back, and is in the happy position of having
the harvester and the £84. The unfortunate
farmer, however, is in the unbappy position
of baving lost both bis money amne his har-
vester, which he may haye only had for a
scason or two. In.Saskatéhewan, to which
the member for North-Bast Fremantle is
constantly referring, they have seen to it
that something better is instituted theve. It
is provided in the Aet in force in that coun-
4ry that inachinery so seizéd shall be valued,
and the man from whom it is taken ig given
the credit for what he has paid, which is
only fair and reasonable, . On one oceasion
1 drove out with a machinery fraveller, and
remarked upon the large number of machines
his firm appeared to have on their hands, as
returned machinery. Hia laconie remark te
me wag, ‘‘That is all bunes,”’ They get so
muchk money, and they get back machinery
that may be somewhat worn and damaged,
but the unfortunate man from whom it is
seized is left with nothing. I should like to
make a few remarks in regard to the North-
West, a subject which appears to have ocen-
pied the attention of members during this
debate, 1 daresay many hon, members have
received pamphblets from the Hon., MeDon-
ald, of Queensland, wherein he advoeates a
scheme for a line to link up Bourke with
Camooweal. A few days after I received
the eircular I noticed that the Federzl mem-

.bers from South Awustralia had approached

the Prime Minister with a view to their
getting the Federal compact carried out in
the building of the North-Southk railway.
Prior to this we had members of the Upper
House making a tour of the Eastern States
advocating our own northern railway. The
scheme advocated by Mr.. MeDonald is no
doubt & big and far-reaching one, and of
very great importance to Sydney and Mel-
bourne so far as the markets are concerned
in times of dreught. The North-South rail-
way is also of paramount importanee fo
South Australia., We have, however, our own
barrow to push with respect to our railway
system in the North. ¥n each of the schemes
that T have seen, partienlarly that of Mr.
MeDonald’s, they all show the linking up of
the three sections, the North-South railway, -
the Bourke-Camooweal gsection, and the
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northern line for Western Australia. The
.member for North-East Fremantle stated

last night that opinions were somewhat di-
vergent, and the pious hope was expressed
that members of this Chambér would be
given an opportunity of investing in the com-
pany. The same hon. member stated that
another member said that the land of the
North-West was good for agrieulture, and
another denied it and said it was good for
pastoral purposes. I do not know that a
visit by members of this Chamber to that
part of the State would do very much good.

Mr. Johnston: We can soon settle that
dispute.

Mr., GRIFFITHS: I question whether the
hon. member wonld be able to decide that
question altegether on the right bagis. I do
not think that matier can be decided by
members, although it would bhe a very plea-
sant thing that we should take the trip. I
think we are on the eve of bigger develop
ments in our North-West than we aré awarg
of. There is money to be laid out there if
we only go the right way about it. I am as-
sured.- by men who are in the know, that
money is awaiting investment in the north-
ern part of this country, and Western Aus-
tralia as a whole, if suffcient inducement is
held out, and if the .conditions .regarding
boring for ¢il are not made more onervud
than they are in other parts of the world,
and that we shall possibly see more develop-
ments in the Notth than we are at present
expecting. T am asked by an hon. member
representing the North-West what policy 1
would put forward. I am not here to out-
ling a policy, but would be pleased to talk
over the matter with himi when I have fin-
ished my remarks. The member for Kan-
owna (Mr. Walker) has algso asked me if 1
Jhave anything to say regarding bulk hand.
ling. T have this to say, that so far as ter-
minal elevators are concerned, the sites that
are to be used are of paramount importance.
We have had a report from our Agent Gen-
eral on the bulk-bandling system as carried
ouf in America, He stated that throughout
the length and breadth of America and
Canada there were scores of elevator plants
badly 1aid out, and, though up to date, they
were being rum uneconomically. Other parts
.of that country, however, had profited by the
fact that they were able to aveid the mis:
takes madé in those instances. He urged the
then Government to pay particular attention

_ to the sites om which they placed the eleva- -

tors at the ports. He instanced Montreal,
where, by avoiding the mistakes made in
other places, they had the finest system of
elevators and conveyors of wheat in the
worid. He stressed the point that the Gov-
erpment should give this feature the most
urgent attention. I hope the session will be
productive of useful work, I am sure the
Premier is looking forward to a fine harvest,
and that lie thinks we are going to get it, as
1 de, and that this will be a hig factor in
inereasing the buoyaney of our finances,
npon which so much stress was laid by the
member for Perth to-night. I algo believe
he thinks that this will assist the State in
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reaching a2 more solvent position than we
are in to-day.

Mr. TEESDALE (Rochourne) [826]:
There are one or two matters I shonld like
to comment upon to-night. 1 had mot in-
tended to address myself to this debate, but
there have been ao many references to the
North that perbaps it would seem as if L
were neglecting my duty if I had not some-
thing to say about the districts [ represent.
I compliment the Government upon their ex-
pressed intention to energetically - develop
the North-West. This has come rather late
in the day, but I think they are really in
earnest this time. A Minister has been ap-
pointed, who is supposed to take charge of
the whole of our North-West.

Mr., O’'Loghlen: He has token charge of
other things before.

Mr, TEESDALE: 1 do not Jnow if he is
briefed with the necessary authority te act
on his own initiative, or whether he wil] be
in the same position as the late Minister for-
the North, who had a good deal ol title but
very little power. The Worth-West is of
snfficient importance to warrant there heing-
a gpecial portfolio for it. On ohe ar two
occasions 1 have expressed my dissatisfae-
tion at the way the distriet has heen put off
with a Minister who had practically no
power and no responsibility, The time has.
come when there should be a special port-
folio dealing with the North-West.  The
department need not necessarily be a large-
one, but it should be one to which members
representing the North-West could go and
have mafters dealt with in a reasomable-
time. At present one has to go to a Minis-
ter, who has to refer to another department,.’
and by the time one gets an answer to 2
question a long interval has clapsed. That
jg wrong. We in the North-West are placed
at a great disadvantage. Our mails are very"
infrequent, and we have to rely a good deal
upon telegrams. We ought to get answers to-
our gueries in a reasonable time. I feel

-gire that in the Minister who has beem ap-

pointed we shall have one who has the in--
terests of the district at heart, and will do
what is best for it if he has the Decessary”
power. Mueh has been said about the-
North-West by people who Lknow very
little of the subjeect. T do hope that some
of those members who are always tacking
the North-West to the end of their speeches
will take more interest in that part of tha-
State and will, during vaeation, see for
themselves what the district is like; their
words then would carry more weight than
they do at present. Very few members have
been up there, and I trust that within the:
next 12 months some of them will make a
point of going to the North-West {o see what
it is like. We have a fine illustration of the-
action of one of the Governments in the far
north of the State in the shape of the meat
works, I do mnot care which Government
was responsible for the injtiation of those
works; every credit iz due to them for hav--
ing established them, because at the present
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time the small holde s of stock who were at
the mercy of the big operators are now in
the position to take small mobs of fats to
the works, sell them at a fair price and go
. away with cash in their poekets.
Mr. Lambert: The Labour party platform
made it possible te cstablish those works,
Mr, TERESDALE: I have stated that it
is 0 matter of indifference to me which Gov-
ermmment cstablished them. T am grateful to
the Government who were responsible for
them. At the same time T counsider that the
present Government would be justified in
trving ‘to dot the North-West coast with
simaller works which would be large enough
to eope with the stock in the surrounding
districts. The Wyndham works, T am confi-
dent, will eventnally justify themselves. At
the present time, unfortunately, there is a
flv in the ointment, as trouble exists up
there amongst the employees. T trust that
the employees will recognise that they are
weorking for themselves, and that any
trouble they may cause will aet indirectly
spainst them too. If they do their Tbest,
they will be doing good for themselves as
. well as for the State. T am sure they will
findd that to be the best policy. We have
henrd of the exploitation by the Queensiand
Government of the large iron deposits at
Yampi Sound. It iz a refleetion ou the
Western Auwstralian Government to think
that we have had to rely on an outside crowd
tn show us that we have these deposits which
arae worthy of development. At the same
time, we have other large deposits not only
of iren but of lead and asbestos, and miles
upon miles of country which has never been
prospeeted. I know that from my own ex-
perience. I have followed many oceupations
in the North-West, including that of pros-
pector, and T can confidently state that there
is no man in Western Australia to-day who
ean say that we lave exhausted the geld
contents of the north. There arec many
places in what are at the present time blank
spots that may yet become thriving town-
ships. Had it not been for the scarcity of
water, many miles of eovutry would have
heen prospected before this and perhaps
good finds made. T hope the Government
will try to arrange for the Water Supnly
Department to provide water veasonable dis-
tanees so that those who go out may be
given an opportunity of developing that part
of the country. On the subjeet of immigra-
tion I must confirm many of the statements
made by -the member for North-East Fre-
mantle (Mr. Angwin). I regret to say, how-
ever, that we shall not have that rush of
farm lsbourers who were supposed to be
waiting to eome out to Australia. On the
contrary we shall find that there are very
few really good men who are willing to leave
the Old Country. Their conditions are
. superior now comnared to the time that the
member for York (Mr. Griffiths) spoke
about, namely, 35 years ago. 1 come from
what was one of thc worst paid agricultural
distriets in BEngland, and I wag surprised to
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find on my return to it recently that there
was so much prosperity there. I was as-
tonished to find small farmers who, 35 years
ago were poor people, were now in affluent
circumstances, and that mauy of the lab-
ourers who worked for them were also hold-
ers of small farms and were on a
fair  way to becoming snecessful.
Those men are not lkely to  come
out here. At the same time, there
are numbers of men with small eapital
who are waiting tb embark for Australia
as soon as decent facilities are provided.
The exorbitant fares af, the preseni time
are retarding emigration from England to
Australia. While the fares are exceedinglyv
high, the accommodation is very poor in-
dced. A charge of £40 is made for aceom-
modation which is not fit for blackfellows,
and food is supplied which likewise . one
would hardly give to a blackfellow. It is a
great shame to think that we have to pay
£40 to companies that apparently ‘do mnot
appreciate thie business that is given to
them. Those companies, however, have such
a monopely that they are positively care-
less of the position that exists. I went
Home quite indifferent abont the question
of the nationalisation of steamers. [ have
returned from England in favour of Aus-
tralia having her own steamers to take her
uwn wheat and wool. to London and to
bring back immigrants. Even if those
steamers were run at a small loss, the in-
direet gain would be great. That small loss
-would be far preferable to making cash dis-
bursements to companies that spend very
littie indeed in this part ¢f the world. They
bring all their stores with them from the
otber end of the world and they arve getting
a notoriety for meannness which cannet be
eclipsed.  Those companies are acntally
taking over the barbers’ shops on their ves-
stls. They even envy the few pence which
has been made in the past by the barber
condneting those shaps. It has occurred to
me that they might top their meanness by
taking over the lavatories as well and con-
verting them inl¢ penny-in-the-slot arrange-
ments.  This is the mean, pettifogging
spirit of the shipping companies, and the
treatment that they are meting out to their
employees. These are the people too whe
ean pay £45 a'ton for their shipping while
they publish to the world at large what
fearful losses they are making by carrying
on their undertakings, I could not help
being struck by a few remarks made by
that auntoerat of shipping, Lord Incheape, &
gentleman who is a positive Qictator at the
present time and "“whe is instrueting the
Imperial Government how to run England.
Not confent with running three parts of the
world when ha was contrfoller of shipping,
he is mow instrueting the Epglish Govern-
ment how to deal with the housing prohlems.
This i8 what be said at a meeting of share-
holders of the P. & O. Company—
We regard it as uncommonly hard that
the Commonwealth Government should
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borrow money to plage steamers in the
Australian trade to compete with private
- enterprise. Merchants do not regard the

step favourably, realising that if the

Commonwealth Government enters the
shipping trade, it may enter other spheres
of activity.
The ides of the Commonwealth daring to
compete with private enterprisel!

If the British shipowners had Australia’s

resources against them it might end in

their selling their vessels to the Austra-

lian Government, The present move is a

direct attack on individualism and pri-

vate enterprise.
These are the remarks of a gentleman who
is always lamenting the tremendous losses
~ made by his eompany, a company that is

building new ships at £45 a ton so as to
create further losses. He regrets, as he
says, thet the Commonwealth has , been
hitten by the idea to beeome a ship owner
competing with private enterprise. I trust
that the Commonwealth Government will
find it possible to place passenger steamers
-6n the- line as well as eargo steamers and
cater for some of the trade that mow goes
to the mail "vessels. I feel confident that
the time will eome when we will be able to
deal with our own carge at Home and pas-
sengers as well. The member .for North-
‘East Fremantle referred last evening to the
unfair treatment that tbe British Govern-
ment had extended to the Commonwealth
and New Zealand in regard to produce.

The remarks of the hon, member may, I
regret. to say, find their way to the 0Old
Conntry and they may be regarded as repre-
senting the opinion of all the members of
Parliament in Western - Australia.

Hon. T. Collier: He was really quoting
Sir Thomas MeKenzie.

"Mr. TEESDALE: The hon, member re-
gretted that the same high prices were not
paid for Australian prodmce as were paid
for the produce from other countries. The
hon. member, however, did not take into
econsideration the difference in the dis-
tances. That difference would explain a
good deal of the discrepancy in the prices.
I feel sure that the prices paid fo Sweden
and Norway were compulsorily paid beeause
the produce was required immediately and
the Ministry for Food could not afford to
wait for the produce to come from Aus-

tralia, although T am confident the Ministry

would have preferred to deal with the
Dominions rather than the other nations,
which might or might not at one time have
been enemies,

Mr. Lutey: One of the Scotch members in
the House of Commons accused them of
profiteering. :

Mr. TEESDALE: On the other hand, we
have a good illustration of the way in which
we have been treated in regard to our wool
The wool kings of Australia refused to
handle the surplus profit that was.made in
the wool husiness, That to a certain extent
‘counterbalanced what the mniember for
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North-Eagt Fremantle said about produce,
The wool people were satisfied with the
prices given to them and they recognised
that the Government were taking a tre-
mendous risk at the time. They were
taking hoats from other runs to put on the
Australian trade, boats which might have

earried two eargoes to the ome from Ausg-

tralia. The efforts made to remove Aus-
tralian wool were appreciated by those

- directly connegied with the industry.

Mr. Underwood: The wool growers are
not growling.

Mr., TEESDALE: T am pleased to hear
that they were satisfied with the treatment
they receeived: Inm conclusion I trust that
our friends opposite who accorded the Gov-
ernment fair treatment last session will aet
similaxly during the present session. I am
aure they are moderate and reasonable
people, though there may be one or two
extremists amongsi them. In their hearts
it is their desire to see the State move along
successfully, and I am sure they will help
all they can to farther the interests ot the
Gtate. They may find themselves on this
side of the House in the not distant future
and therefore while they remain in opposi-
iion they must set a good example s¢ that
those who follow them on those benches
may kuow what to do when the position is
altered.

Mr. GREEN, (Kalgoorlie) [845]: in com-
nmion with several members who have spoken
on the Addreas-in-reply, T liave to make pass-
g reference to the sabject of finance. )3
recognise that various speakers who have pre-
ceded me to-night and during the earlier daya
of this debate, are more eompetent to deal
with that matter than I am; and therefore I
ghall toneh on it but briefly, During the five
years of the Labour Government there was a
déficit of £1,360,000, or an average unnual
deficit of £270,000. One would have a short
memory indeed if one did not recollect the
hostile newspaper ecriticism hurled ut the
TLabour Government every day in the week,
ineluding Sundays, during that period when
the present Mimnister for Mines had fastened
on him forsver the rame of ‘‘Gone-a-million
Jack.’’ T want to’ know what name is to be
fastened, from the same source, on the Min-
ister who is respousible for the defieit of 23
millions which has been accumulated in four
years. Probably we shall have ‘Gone-four-
millions Jimmy.’? However, the extraordin-
ary thing about the present deficit is that
there has heen no criticism whatever regard-
ing it from the daily Press of this couniry,
whose duty it should be to give the people a
lead on the important question of finance. T
have a respect for the present Premier as a
genial gentleman, I think a good deal of
him as such. But I say that there was no
justification whatever for a change of Gov-
ernment in this country on the question of
finance. And finance i3 the one excuse which
the hon, gentleman has offered, though he has
heen unable to stop the financial drift and in
fact has let it become worse,
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The Premier: Do you object te increases
in wages and salaries?

Mr. GREEN: I.do not. I have heard
trom the Government side fabulous figures as
to inereases in wages in this country. I chal-
lenge tlic Premier to lay on the Table a re-
turn showing exactly the amount of the in-
creases in the pay of the civil servants, who
in fact have received nothing up to date, and
i the pay of the other departments.

The Premier: Received nothing?

Mr. GREEN: I mean, not on the present
ovcusion. We have the fact that whereas in
1919 the vevenue was £4,944,000, in 1920 it
was £5,363,000, reprcscuting an increase of

£918,000. Nearly a million pounds increase
in one year!
Hon. P. Collier: What has the Premier

done. with it?

The Premier: Paidl wgaes on the rallways.

Mr, GREEN: An increage of £918,000 in
one year! Will the Premier attempt to-tell
this House—

The Premier: ¥es, I will,

My, GREEN: T know the Premier will
_attempt to tell this House anything; but
does he seriously expeet to be believed

The Premier: Yes, I do.

. GREEN:
a.nd the country that the inerease in .wages
for one year has been £918,000¢ I doubt
very much whether the increase has amounted
to the figure of £250,000 which the Premier
gave on a previons ocecasion.

The Premier: No, I did not.

Mr, GREEN: Where has the money gone,
as the present Minister for Works said on a
memorable occasion? What has the Premier
done with ##t¥ Wo wonder the member for
Perth (Mr. Pilkington)—who gave us this
evening a, marvellous cxhibition of intellec-
tual gymnashes by retaining in his mind a
string of 27 or 2§ sets of fignres—mo wonder
that hon. mémber asks what the Government
are- going . to do with regard to finance? If
the Premier had determined that his
expenditure this year should exeeed this
expenditure for last year by not more than
£230,000, ke would have been ahle to bLalance
the ledger this year. In that case he could

have had the difference between £5,596,000,

which was the expenditure for 1919 aud
£5,863,000, which was the revenuwe for 1920,
or practmal]y an excess of £267,000. What
would the Premier have done if he had not
had a buoyant revenue? He tells us that
the country is prosperous and that we have
a buoyant revenue. In spite of those facts
we find he has gone back this year to the
tune of alont £700,000. .

The Premier: \'o I have nut

Mr. GREEN: The most unsatisfactory posi-
tion of the country is that apart from the
speeches of the leader of the Opposition,
which are reported fairly and fully, the daily
Press of Western Anstralia allows no oppor-
tunity for publie ecriticism when any Ad-
ministration except a Labour Administration
is in power. More particularly has that been
the case since the present Premier assumed

—when he tells this House

© afvised one to make.
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office—the present Premier, who on one ocea-
sion was considered utterly unfit to lead -a
Government, but who on his accession to his
present office was hailed by the ‘* Wast Aus-
tralian’’ as ‘‘the man for Galway,’’ the
saviour of the country. Even with the help
of the particular friend who meets the Pre- .
mier in the corridor and dictates the policy
of the Government, the Premier has been un-
able to prevent this mess in the finances of
the country. Next I wish to say something
with regard to what is still the leading source
of wealth in this State—the great gold min-
ing industry. In the Governor’s Speech that
industry is cdismissed with a paragraph, and
the paragraph is one that might well have
hecn omitted. The Government damn the in-
dustry with faint praise. In fact, the whole
t"udeucy of the palagraph is to lead people
to helieve that what is retarding the gold
mining industry, what is *cavsing my Minis-
ters grave anxiety,’? ig the inerease in mining-
costs. That statement is, T will not say an
unfair, but an ill advised stotement to make
in view of the fact thal the men working in
the gold mining industry have,already eited
a case in ‘the Arbitration Court for mcreased
wages.

The Premier:
that, anyhow.

N[‘l.' GREEN: I gccept the Premier’s as-
surance, but if that fact had been kept in
mind the statement would have been an ill
British finnuciers are
unanimous in saying that in order to. keep
British credit as sound as possible it is
neeessary to vetain gold as the currency of
the British Empire. Therefore, gold mining
i3 an indwstry of more than average impeort-
ance to the British communities all over the
world. TIi is a most regrettable thinc that
the gold mining industry, which in 1903 ém-
ployed 16,000 men with an annnal wages
sheet of 3‘}'!1 ‘millions, ghould in 1918 employ
less than half that number of men, T must
apologise to the House for not being able
to give figures for a more recent year than
1918, The reason is simply that the Govern-
ment have just handed to members the Mines
Department report for the year 1918,

The Premier: You need not apologise.

Mr. GREEN: It is regrettable that the
departmental reports furnished to members of
Parliament are in many instance two years
old. .

Hon. P. Collier:
dated 1918,

Mr, GREEN: As far as public utility is ¢on-
cerned—and , probably the supply of the de--
partimental reports to members of Parliament
represents their omly public utility—they
might almost as well have never been printed.
If the Premicr finds it impossible to get the
reports of the variouns departmments furnished
more promptly, he might save some of his de-
ficit by cutting out the printing of them alio-
gether, for all the good they are. Tet. us
take, however, the figures of 1918, which the
present Minister for Mines, who, as usual is

It had no connection w1th

ATl these reporis are
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absent from his seat, has been good enough
io supply to the House. In 1918 the gold
mining industry employed 7,790 miners, as
against 16,000 employed in 1903. Those 7,790
miners received wages totalling £1,600,000, as
against 3% million pounds received by the

16,000 miners ip 1903, Whgt do those figures
. mean?

That through the decadenee of the
gold mining industry. we have had an annual
loss of £2,000,000 in wages during the past
15 years in this conntry. Capitalising that
loss in wages on the basis of six per cent, we
have lost a eapital value of £33,000,000 dur-
ing those years. That loss, Y say unhesita-
tingly, is, apart from the general muddling
of the Government, résponsible for the pre-
sent position of our finances. That loss of
wages is in the same relation as if we had
lost an annrual lean of £2,000,000 free of in-
terest, each year. It does not require a very
fertile imagination to recognisc that the loss
of that améunt of wages hus very seriously
decreased the wealth producing power of this
State.

The Premier: Do you want to start a State
gold mine? ‘ ‘

Mr, Lutey: You might do worse,

Mr. GREEN: 1f the gold mining industry
is not as flourishing as it might have been,
that cannot be aseribed to any lack of effort
on the part of the mine employees. From the
report to which I have just referred L learn

that the gold raised per man undergronnd— .

and this In spite of the fact that a leading
daily newspaper of this State has referred to
the miners on the Mast Coolgardie goldfield as
Bolsheviks, Red Flag singers, 1L W.W’s, and
all the rest of .it—amounted to 271 ounces in
1917. That, on a basis of £4 per ounge—and
we know that the price of gold is practically
£5 per ounce for the time being—represents
£1,084 for every man underground. In 1918
for every man employed underground in the
same district 274 ounces of gold were raised.
So that in 1918 the valne of gold raised per
man underground was £1,096, as compared
with £1,084, in the previous year, 'The faect
proves that these men have not been slacking
off in their etforts, but in fact have increased
their efforts. For the total of men employed
on the East Coolgardie goldfields in 1917,
including men working above ground in the
indunstry, the average production of gold per
man was 150 ounees; and for 1318 that figurs
rose to 152 oumces, Om the basis of £4 per
ounce, the 152 ounces représent £608 per an-
num. But, of course, the value of the gold
should be caleulated to-day at £5 per ounece,
which would make the production per man
employed during 1918 no less than £760 per
annum. The increased cost .of mining
cannot be ascribed to any increase in
wages, for there has been no sueh imcrease.
Nor can it be ascribed to any lack of effort

on the part of the men in 1918 as apgainst .

1917, beeause they have increased their pro-
{duetion. It is in part doe to the inereased
cost of mining supplies. In 1914 mining steel
cost £35 per ton, whereas in 1919 it had risen
to £70 per ton. Zine shavings cost £44 per
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ton in 1914, and £75 per ton in'1919. Cyanide
cost 7%d. per pound in 1914 and ls. 234d.
in 1919. Caustic soda cost 18s. 6d. per ewt.
in 1914, and 76s. per ¢wt. in 1919. Several
other commodities indispensable to the treat-
ment of ore have risen in like proportion.

Mr, Duff: What about gelignite?

, Mr, GREEN: I have not investigated the
rise in that commodity, but the hon. member
no doubkt will be able to support my state-
ments Iater on. In my opinion there is ouly
one way to deal with the question. L do not
say that we can. reduce the price of supplies
to what they were in 1914, but most certainly
the Government ought either to establish
works for the manufaetnre of ruch supplied
as can be profitably produeccd in this State,
or, alternatively, should become the sole im-
porters. 1t is a problem to kuow what to do
to help the gold mining indvstry. I ‘see‘that
the ¥remier can comfortably sleep during a
specel <elivered in a stentorian voice such as
I have. I cannot axpect to awaken hiwn, he-
cause he has been known to sleep through a
railway accident, but [ should like him to
listen to what I have to say. Me should re-
alise that wheat and sheep do not constituts
the sole source of wealth ir this State.

The Premier: I never said they did.

Mr, GREEN: During the whole of the
years | have known the hon. member the tenor
of his remarks has been in that -direction.
Gold mining iz such a wvaluable asset that
we cannot aford to lose 16, There is at least
one way in. which it might be assisted. The
member for Brownlill Ivanhoe (Mr, Lutey)
and I have frequently advoczted that bores
shoald be put down at the north end of Eal-
goorlie. Wy the setting apavt for thiz pur-
pose of a few thousand pounds frem the min-
ing development vote, much good might be
achieved. Even if no gold were discovered,
it wowld serve to show a nnmber of small
menr who are spending moncy on that por-
tion of the field that they were not wavranted
ir further continuing their yuest for gold-
in that locality. ‘Then the question of salt
water might be congidered. Salt water is
heing charged for by the Water Supply De-
partment. Tt iz an economic waste to throw
away the water in a mine, water which hag
to be pumped out because the department will
charge for it if it is nsed. I realise that the

. Goldfielids Water Supply schems must, if pos-

sible, be maile to pay. The utilisation ot
the salt water wmight be permitted aud a ve-
cord kept of the water so used, the value
of the water Deing allowed to the depart-

.ment out of the Mines Development Vote.

Thiz weuld stop the economic waste at pres-
ent going on. Let me refer to the death nf
Mr, Meclatyre of Southern Cross. Many of us
may have disagreed with all the deceased gen-
tleman ‘s views in regard to restoring the min-
ing industry; bot this mauch has to he saidl
for him, that there never was in Western
Australia a greater supporter of the gold
mining indnstry. Mr, McIntyre was a man
of certain jidiosyncracies-—we all are that—
but it has to he frankly admfitted that no
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other man of his undoubted talents ever
clamoured so vigorously to let the Western
Augtralian public know the value of the gold
mining industry to the State. We can only

regret the passing of so distingnished z pion- -

cer as Mr. McIntyre.

Mr, Johmston: Tell us something of the
future of Hampton FPlains.

Mr, GREEN: It is impossible for any man
to say what the future of that field may be,
but its unexpécted diseovery was a reminder
algo that none of ws can say what the fogfure
ot the industry as a whole hag in store. With
many others I believe that numbers of Golden
Miles will be discovered in Western Australia
long after we here to-night have passed away,
and T am convinced that Hampton Plains and
the districts of St. Ives and Mt Monger
will furnish at least four or five first class
payable mines. During the recess £240,000
wag added to the buirden of the people of the
State in the shape of inereased railway rates,
and the further the user of the railway is
from Perth the more does he have to pay.

‘I do not helieve that any Government can’

assist prodmetion by imposing on the people'
engaged in primary industries a further bur-
den in this Qirection. So long as the rail-

ways are run on their present lines, so¢ long * -

as we have one mile of railway to every 93
people, the railways can mever be made to
pay. To keep on inc¢reasing the rates is not
" to assist 'the primary produeer, but to retard
production, beeanse there inevitably, comes a
point when production ceases to pay. That
is never more clearly exemplified in any in-
dustry than in the gold mining industry, The
dividend paver of to-day goes out of the list
to-morrow and, may be, will be closing down
“within a few nonths’ time. In these circim-
stanees the Goverament would do well in
refusiig to tamiper with the railway rates
and in geeking increased revenue in other dir-
* ectiong, Tt has been computed by people who
have gathered local statistics that every man,
woman and child in Ponlder ‘and Kalgoorlie
centributes £10 gnnually through the railway
rates. This means that a man with a wife
and three children has to meet an imposition
of £1 per week from which the houséholder
of the metropolitan area is immune. Thére
i4 one satisfactory way of meeting railway
charges without imposing a burden on the
people, namely, by a tax on wnimproved land
values. With sixpence in the ponnd on unim-
proved land ~wvalues we should get half
. a million of revenue per annum, which counld
e applied to the reduction of the railway
freights. Tf this were done the farmers who
recently cut out taxation ‘on  unimproved
land values from their platform wounld be
in a much better position than they are to-
day. 'We learn from the newspaper that the
member for Katanning (Mr. Thomson)
spoke strongly against the . proposal. In
view of this I think he owes the House an
explanation, for the policy was part of the
platform of his party before he spoke against
it. I cannot understand the inconsiitency of
that party.
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Mr. Lutey: He had an idea as to hew
the cat wag geing to jump.

Mr, GREEN: Probably so, although there
are other wmenibers in the House who earey
more weight than he does. While we have
in this State one mile 6f rnilway for-every
93, persens, in the Eastern States the pro-
portion is oue mile to every 206 persons.

Mp. Duff: In New South Wales one to
every “400, . ) .

Mr., GREEN: The Commissioner for Rail-
ways has frequently said in his annual re-
ports thai the railways ean never be ex-
pected to pay under those girenmstances,
but that a tax on unimproved land values
would not ouly mean a veduction of rrilway
treights to the farmer, Dbut would alse
achieve the primary object of opening up
land ulony existing railways. That is a
subject sufficiently important for a fnll even-
ing’s debate. 1 regret that the party of the
primary producers have withdvawn that plank
from their platform.

Mr, Johnston: It was, never il their plat-
form. B -1

['The Deputy Speaker (Mr. Munsie) took
! the Chair,]

Mr. GREEN: When it formed part of the
Country party’s’ platform a2 previous Pre-
mier, in answer to a question ag to whether
he was going to bring in 2 tax on unim- .
proved land values, said that-the Govern-
ment would consider the matter. Now that
the plank has been tossed overboard by the
Country party, the Premier is not going
to consider the question at all. We can see
the influence that the Country party have
with the Government. The ‘“West Anstra-
lizn'’ has been fairly prominent from time fo
time in advocating . this reform, and T ask
that paper, through its reporters, to report
this particular portion of my speech, because
I suppose it is all they will report, and try to
make the joss who writes ‘the leading articles
bring his subordinate—the Premier of this
State—to heel and cauvse him to introduce
the tax which that paper has advocated for
go long. Railway freights have ondy to be
raised high enough to kill indystry in this
State. While dealing with the primary in-
dustries, et me make some mention of what
was said by the member for .Kimbetley
(Mr. Darack). Several mewbers have taken
him to task for his stateinents, Adlthough it
would have suited him better to boom his
section of the State, he has stated qoite
frankly that, as far as the Kimberley dis-
trict is concernedl, the dyy season that pre-
vails for six months of the year renders it
nnsuitable for tropical agricuifure. T en-
tirely endorse those remarks. I bhave been in
the Kimbarley district twiee, and thouigh I
did not get very far inland, I came into
contact with people wha know the country
very well. I made exhaustive inquiries and
I am able to back up the hon. member in
his statement that the white ants in the
Kimberley district make it almost impossible
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to grow a large quantity of tropical produce.
He stated that Queensland was a far better
-eountry than Kimberley for growing tropical
produce.
to do by the aid of irrigation - )

Mr, Angelo: That is the point...

Mr, GREEN: Tt is an idea which might
be followed up, bocanse it is a well-watered
country for six months of the year, at any
rete, and if the water were conserved, irri-
gation might be undertaken on an extensive
scale. We have to recognise in connection
with tropiecal agrieulture that we womld have
to compete against very fertile countries
which are almest af our back door, with
Java and the chain of Dutch East Indian is-
lands which are within two or three days’
steaming distance of the Kimberley coast.
Such competition,\of conrge, counld be met
by the Federal tariff, which is pretty high
in the ease of tropical fruits. The hon. mem-
ber said Queensland was a more fertile
country and, because of its more regular
rainfall, it was eminently suited for the
growth of tropical produce, more so than the
Kimberley distriet,. Three or four months
ago, it was my privilege to travel to the
north of Queensland. T travelled through

the whole of the six States, and in Queens-’

- land T was amazed at the fertility of the soil.
I have been in a great number of tropiecal
eountries, through Central Ameriea, the South
Sea Islands, Java, Singapore, and such like
conutries, but the coastal area of Queens-
land stands second to none for the magni-
ficence and fertility of its soil. The leader
of the Conntry party (Mr. Harrison) made
mention of the statior country which MNos
beyond the ranges. That country iz practie-
ally similar’ to the Kimberley distriet, wut
on the large coastal area up towards Cairms,
in faet one might say from Rockhampton to
Cape York, there is tropieal country second to
none in the world, not even excluding Java,
which is smppesed to be the richest agrienl-
tural country on the globe, After travelling
through Australia, I must say that T dis
agree with the views held by a large num-

ber of people in this State regarding immi-.

gration. I am an absolute and ferveut he-
liever in immigration. T believe we shall have
to have immigrants. 1 helieve the Austra-
lian horn people are the best immigrants—
that naturally follows—but we wankt to get
past the nmarrow, parochial idea that we must
have Englishinen, Irishmen, or Seotchmen as
immigrants. The war is over; let us bhe
tolerant. I do not say that we should
go to Germany, but I have seen the
effect of the mixing of races in America, and
the American is seeond to none in the world
in point of endurance, industry, intelligence
and .everything else. Although I am the son
of an Englishman, I maintain that instead
of . confining ourselves to English, Irish and
Scotch immigrants, it would be better to in-
vite Scandinavians, people from theé north of
Eurape, and Duichmen, to come here. Bring
them here free if need be, and mix them with
our people, and we would then have a

Whatever Kimberley might be able,

‘effect to the policy
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broader minded people than we have to-day.

We would not have people such as the mem-

ber for Sussex (Mr, Pickering}, who made
a remarkabie statement in thé House the
other evening. Speaking with regard fo
work, he saidl that when we ohserve the atti-
tode of the Australian people, we find that
vigour is the last thing they desire. That is

.the statement of a transplanted Englistonan, .

He will never forget that he is an English-
man. He will never he able to recognise
that ‘his slogan should be ¢‘Australia first.’’
This is my religion, ‘¢ Australia first against
the world; RBritain next.'’ Tt is a remark-

.able thing thut the people in this country

who failed Awustralian in the recent great
erisis were the péople wWho were imported -
into the country. There are many English-
men in this eountry who are democratic—IL
mipht instance the member for Fremantle
(Mr. Jones)—but the supreme test comes
when there is likely to De a clash of mone-
tary interests, and that happens in alt coun-
tries having commercial relations, whether
they are nnder the same flag or not.  1f
there is any elash, do not forget the interests
of our own people. Let ug nail the Australian
flag to the masthead. Let the member for
Susgex rememhber that, as a member of the
Farlimment of this State, he has no right to
enter this Chamber so long as he has dis-
loyal -sentiments to utter with regard to Aus-
tralia. The trip which J was favoured to
take through Australia—I travelled pretty
extensively in every Btate—has given me a
greater faith than ever in this coumtry. T
believe this country could support 150 million
paople if we could induce them to come here.
I believe we could absorb 50 million people
within the next 20 years, and 150 million
within the next 50 wears. I have travelled
across the great contiment of Ameriea, and I
hnve not seen in the United States any coun-
try which ean equal Queengland acre for acre.
The only trouble with this country is that
we are agking five millions of people to do
the task that 150 millions of people should
be tackling, The only way we can give
of f‘produce’ is by
getting a larger population, The only way
to golve the financial problems of this coun-
try is by getting a Jarger population. While
the Premier is not the best of men to sguare .
the ledger—he has proved his inability to- do
it, though he has had a chance for four
years—even he would +have an overflowing
Treasury if Western Awstralia bhad four or
five millions of people to share ths hurden
of taxation that 330,000 people are now try-
ing to bear. There is one way to achieve
this result almost immediately, and that is
by imposing a fax on nnimproved land values
and opening up the lands in close proximity
to railways for immigranis.

The Premier: By taxing the other chap.

Mr., GREEN: [I'intended to deal® with
some of the administrative acts of the Gov:
ernment during the period of the reeess. We
have a Government who de nothing when
Parliament is pitting, and who have placed
before ns a programme which varions speak-
ers have said might as well be thrown into
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‘mier was altogether free from blame.
‘him eredit for being honest.
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the waste-paper basket; but when the. Gov-
ernment get into recess, they begin a system
of ontocracy whereby railivay freights are

. raised to the tune of £240,000, trammway fares

are inereased, and sawmills are purchaged
against the policy professed by the Govern-
ment. On a previous occasion the Govern-
ment starbed to sell sawmills in aecordance
with the Government pelicy. All this was
done when Parliament was in reeess. Why?
Because the Government recognised that,
under the eriticism of this House, such
methods eowld not be pursved. I say we
have a dangerous Government. .

The Premier: Do youf? .

Mr. GREEN: A Government who make
important decisions of this character
behind the backs of the people. Liter
on I intend to fefer to an attempi
at a joke wmade during the recess—I
will characterise it by no other term—and
that was to hand over thé whole of the san-
dalwood indwatry to one firm in this State.
I am not going to make any further remarks
about it now beyond saying that I would be
failing in miy duty as o citizen if T did not
have some prefty strong criticismv to ¢ffer of
an act that would never have been attempted
if the House had been sitting. -

The Premier: I de not know ‘what you
are talking about.

Mr. GREEN: The Premier does know
what T am_tfalking about.
The Preinier: I do not. oo

_Mr. GREEN: I spoke to the Premiér on
the subjcet while Parliament was in recess
and I spoke in no uncertain terms. T spoke
to him frankly, I recognised that the Pre-
I give
I cannot say
that the action of a member of the Govern-

, ment in trying to hand over the sandalwood

indlustry to one private firm in this State was
hounest. Tt was mot, It could pot be jus-

The Premier;
statement? .

Mr. GREEN: 1 am prepared to prove it
up to the hilt. If a member of the Govern-
ment does semething for which he ecannét ad-
vance a legitimate eXcuse, something that is
not going to benefit the State, the only in-
ference we, as sensible men, can' draw is that
there is some ulterior motive at’ work which
has regulted in that particular course being
adopted by the Minister, -

The Premieér: You have no right to say
that.

Mr, GREEN: If that is so, the Minister
in question i3 guilty by default for not hav-
ing made it clear why he adopted that parti-
cular -course, T have to find fault with Min-
isters for their absence from their offices
during the recess. We back country mem-
bers have correspondence from opur distriets

Why do not yoi justify that

‘which makes it necessary for us to wisit

Ministers pretty often. This takes up a
eongiderable amount of our time, even if we
can gain access to the Ministers when we
call., I am not finding fault so mueh with
the Premier, although he has had several

their jobs during the recess.
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jeunts over East when he might have been
here. The Premier is a hard working man;
I give hitn credit for that, With the excep-
tion of the Minister for Works and the Hon-
orary Minister, it is impossible to find the
other Ministers in their offices on nine days
out of ten during the parliamentary recess.
The public are let to believe that Ministers
are hard worked. T heard owe Minister tell
a deputation that he .was glad they recog-
nised he was a hard-working Minister. 1
do not wish to menticn his name because he

is not at presemt in the Chamber, and 1

would prefer him to hear any eriticism
which I have to offer., During the recess
that Minister was not in his office on one
day in six. Talk abont going slow on the
job!
? Mr. O'Loghlen: Jaunting all the recess.
Mr. GREEN: Yet he would be one of the
first Ministers to find fault with the workers
on the Eastern Goldfields and to eall them
“IW.Ws.’’ and ‘“slow goers on the job.”’
Tf we want production from the workers, let
Ministers set the example by sticking to

Hon. P. Collier: There were mnever more
than three Minigters in Perth at the one
time, . ’ ,

"Mr. GREEN: With regar@ to the State
brick works, the member for Guildford (Mr.
Davies) said .the other night that these
works were selling bricks at exactly the
same price as the private brick yards, that
the private brick yards could make a band-
some profit while the State enterprise could
only make both ends meet. This comes from
the erstwhile friend of the Lahour movemens
who, as a matter of fact, was earning his
living from the shillings per week that were
handed in by tha rank and file of the Labour

-movement, the same that exists to-day. This

is rather a reversal of form. It ig an entire
mig-statement of the position. The State
brickworks are to-day selling hricks for less
than Mr. Law sélls them. They dre selling
bricks for less than the Cardup people sell
them, They are not losing money this year.
They are making a handsome rprofit this
year, and they are the Best run brick works
in AWestern Australiza, Mr. Bradshaw, the
manager of the State brickworks, is a man
for .whom I have the highest respect. His
political views are entirely opposed to my
own, but that does not make any difference
to me.

The Premicr: Tt justifies your respect for
h

im.. )

Mr, GREEN: Tt justifies my respect for
him, becanse it shows that I have respect
for the man whether he agrees with me or
not.

My, Lambert: Even if he is stupid on that

oint.

Mr. GREEN: He understands his own
job, and his polities are his business. Up
to the end of June last the State briek
works made a profit of £2,700, after allow-
ing for interest and sinking fund, and over-
head charges.
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Mr. O'Loghlen: They seem to huve diffi-
culty in getting wmen. They are advertising
for pressers and othér workers,

Mr. GREEN: That prevails everywhere.
There is a diffienity in getting men to go
away from Perth. This policy of increased
railway freights, this idea of pepalising the
people outback, whether farmers or gold
miners, does not help the position. Ieople
have enough hardships on the land and in
mining camps without being penalised in
that way. Workimen like to be in the eity
centres as well as other people.  Who is

there amongst us, as suggested by the mem-’

ber for.Sussex (Mr. Pickering), whe does
not lke to have a good time in the eity ocea-
sionally? The same hon. member drew an
cloquent picture of the hardships of the man
on the land and in gotback cenfres in con-
trast with the lot of the man in the city.
There is no doubt ‘that he was correct in
what he said. The present price of first
class bricks at the State brick works is
59s. per thousand, free on tracks at the
works. The price of bricks at Cardup- is

63s. per thousand, and at Armadale 65s.,
The man who goes to Mr. -

per thousand.
Law’s yard has, contrary to the statement
made by the member for Guildford, to pay
Gs. more for his bricks than he would have
to do at the State brieck yards.

Mr. Johnston: They canmot supply them,
can they? )

Mr. GREEN: The State brick yards have
ou order a million and a half briecks.

Mr, Johuston: They have te wait for
manths. .

Mr. GREEN: They had five millions on
order some months ago. The production ot
bricks at the State yards is seven million in
12 months, '

Mr. Pickering: Are not most of the bricks

taken up for the building of soldiers’ homes?

Mr. GREEN; That is so, with regard to
a large number of them. .

Mr. Lambert: Why do not the Government
duplicate the "works?

Mr. GREEN:  Bricks are also supplied
privately. 1I- have been trying to induce
the Minister -for Works to agree to the

erection of another Hoffman kila there.
One is already .erected, and with that
the State brick . works can turn
out seven million bricks per annum,
Without any inerease in  machinery

at all—there iz a press which is never used
—and withont any increase in any other part
of the plant, by the erection of another Hoff-
man kiin the works would be able to double
their ontput. As there would be less over-
head charges in proportion to practically the
game capital, the profits would be largely in-
creased, and this addition would place the
works on a sound financial basis. By his re-
marks the other evening the Minister for
Works iz committed to the pelicy of State
enterprises, He recently purchased another
sawmill. He is also committed to emlarging
State enterprises, where to do so will assist
the particular established business concerned.

[ASSEMBLY.)

Let hini pursue a eommon sense policy in re-
gard to the State brick works by incurring
this - comparatively small expenditure and
doubting the ountput. There are scores of
men ount of work in the city to-day, Dbriek-
layers who have scores of jobs to go to, but
who cannot go to them because there are not
enough bricks for the works. Notwithstand-
ing this the Minister would apparently leave
to private yards this extra supply of bricks,
although the private yards cannot keep up
with the reguireients,

Mr. Lambert: That ig true.

The Premier: There would be 4 devil of a
rew if we did that, 7

Mr, Lambert: From your own side.

The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Order!

Mr, GREEN: 1 should like to deal with
the question of indnstrial unvest, which has
not been tounched upon during the debate. In-
dustrial unrest is the paramount issve in this
and every other country., Unless the workers
in a country are prepared to work under a
certain set of eonditions thé whole production
of that country ceases, The ecauses of indus-
trial unrest in this country have been as-
eribed to Bolshevism, Sinn Peinism, German
gold and other things. Those who made state-
ments of that sort in regard to the average
of Australian workmen do' not know what
they are talking abont, The Australian work-
men is not tainted with anything of the kind.
Industrial unrest is wniversal to-day. Indeed,
te get away from industrial unrest we would
have ‘to go to another planet, such as Mars.
It is well known that industrial unrest natur-
ally follows on any great war, hut there are
other causes for this state of affairs. One of
these causes is that the worker in this coun-
try Dbelieved. that a large number of their
grievances wonld he redressed as a result of
politieal action, They believed, for instance,
that State ownership would remove many of
these grievances and ills under which society
suffers. T fervently believed that myself. Al-
thongh I will continue to fight for State
ownership of enterprises because I believe

‘they are a means to an end, I maintain that

State ownership as such will never entirely
relieve industrial mnrest. TUnder a system of
Government ownerghip *workmen do enjoy
better conditions so far as certain privileges
are concerned. Tt certainly gives them con-
tinnity of employment, but se far ag any
great benefit to -them is concerned, I am '
sorry to have to say that under State
ownership they are not a great deal better
off than they would be under privdie enter-
prise. '

The Minister for Works: T believe they
worry us more than they do the private em-
ployers.

Mr., GREEN: T think that is so, .Thers
is a reason for that. The working man has
beon taught to believé that State enterprises
belong partly to him, that they belong to the
people. We ¢an safely say that half the time
of this Chamber is taken up by members of
the Country party voicing their grievances
on behalf of the farmers and settlers of the



-

.

{19 Aususr, 1920.] ) 213

State, and by members of this side in voic-
ing the grievances of the worker. Qur
friends on the cross benches have a griev-
ance because of the inerease in  railway
freights which the Government imposed dur-
ing the recessa, Why do they rail against
this? They do so because the. railways be-
long to the people, that is so far as State
~ownership can cause them .to belong to the
people under capitalism. "Thia being so, they
think they have only to agitate sufliciently
—provided they have the necessary balance
on the side of the Government—to induce
the Government to remedy the position,

Mr. Johnston: They have increased the
rates three times sinceg we have been here.

Mr, GREEN: lmagine the position if the
railways were owned by a company. Does any
hen. member think that if a company raised the
freights threefold it would be any use the
people’s representativés raising their voices
against it? . The company would continue to
put up the rates.
what similar companies have already done in
America. They have put the rates up as much
as the traffic can bear. We should be in the

-®ame position here if our railways were pri-

vately owned, and it is because our railways

_are State owned that- we are able to have
some voice in these matters,

The Minister for Works: There is hardly
the same parallel between the two. One has
competition and the other has none.

Mr. GREEN: Under the old Manchester
school, to which the Minister for Works ap-

parently still  belongs, = although - it is
50 years out of date, it’ was the uni-
versal belief of sueh economists asg
Adam Smith thot competition was the

soul of trade. The manufacturers.of the
014 Country believed that, and went in for
open competition.
respect for them, They sharpened their wits.
The employer of that particular period had to
understand his business. He eould not ride
shout in a motor car, and leave some work-
mgn, whom he had advanced to the position,
to control his establishment. He was obliged
to exercise personal supervision over the whole
job. The man who excelled at his particular

- trade in those days and was able to pub ont-

goods of the same quality cheaper than his
competitors, he was able to cut the trade, and
it was that class of competition whieh, to a
certain extent, built up the PBritish mzmufaﬂ-
turer. .

The Minister for Worka: It was the reward

- of merit.

_merit for 1820,

Mr. GREEN: Yes, it was the reward of
Between 1820 and 1920 a
good deal of water has gone under the bridge.
There has been a century of industrial history
written. The men who control industry, and
have fought one another in the markets of
the world, have found out that by acting to-
gether aud coming to an honourabls under-
standmg in the first place, and by forming
trusts in their industries in the second place
~—just as Mr. Coates in the cotton industry in
England has done, and the Ameriean tobaceo

The company would do '

T have a good deal of .

trust in America has done, and the British to-
biceo trost in (reat Britain has done—they
only need have one class in competition with

another, that is their own eclass und
the working class. The old ideal, to
which the Minister £or Works still
hangs, died out 50 or 60 years ago,

and the employers kuow a trick worth two
of that. They know that the workers cannot
form a ring, because they have -only their
labour power at their disposal. "Their only
means of protecting themselves is  through
their trade unions, I have even heard mem-
bers of Parliament deny that they have that
right. It has remained for o ong time Laboar
member in this Chamber to defame members
on thiz sgide of the House, T refer to the
member for Guildford who has said, ‘‘I have
been informed that the state of atfairs at the
Wyndham meat works is shocking.. I have
been told that at Wyndham there are at times
a dozen or 15 bullocks on-the ground, and it
the management does not give them what they
want the carcases, I am told (always ‘L am
t01d°), may remain there to rot as far as the
men are concerned,” Another cause of indus-
tridl unrest. The workers in this country be-
lieved that by putting their .represeuntatives
inte Parliament thosé representatives would
do all they conld to see that the men got
a fair industriel deal. But there did come a
period recently when a large number of the -
representatives of the toilers—those repre-
sentatives who are Ministers to-day and who
are sitting on the Government side and to
seeure whose return to Parliament I have seen
men, after working for eight hours under-
ground in fractewr fumes, walk miles mnight

" after night without fee or réward to assist in

their election to Parliament—saw that any-
thing thcy might do wounld not he giestioned
it they left the Labour party, if they forsock
a party that worked for their retnrn to Par- .
liament, Those Thembers would never have
been heard of but for the workers of this
State. That kind of thing has dote more harm
than all the LW . Wi-ism in the: world. When
the workers once lose faith in their representa-
tives they naturally say that those représenta-
tives are all alike, and they ask ‘‘who is going
next?’’ The workers see this great debacle
after a man has changed his policy for the
sake of personal gain, Is it any wonder then
that they express feelings of mistrust? The
workers say that after all’ the Arbitration
Court and all the trieks of legislation are no
good. They declare, ‘*We have been forsaken,
we have been deserted, we have been betrayed.
Let the politicians go ‘their way; they hate de-
ceived us. We shall deal with fuiure ques-
tions by direct aetion.’” I kmow of no factor
that has been more responsible for direct
aetion than the action taken by the
members I have referred to. It has
been stated by the member for KEatan-
ning (Mr. Thomson) that 'the whole
trouble is that the workers do not respeet
the Arbitration Court, and that.when & de-
cision i8 given in their favonr they go to
work, but if it is given against them they say
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it is a ¢age of win, tie or wrangle, That was
an unfair statement for the hon. member to
make. Arbitration has served a useful pur-
pose in Australia. It is defective, but it
has made for industrial peace. In yesterday
evening’s newspaper I .noticed what Mr,
Bloxsome, the representative of the Chamber
of Mines, did recently, There was a fore-
gathering of the workers and mine ovwners
of Meekatharra. There had been foregather-
ings for weeks there. The member for Mt
Magnet (Mr, Troy) appeared on behalf of
the workers to put their case befbre the
court, and he-made out snch a good case for
the miners that Mr, Geod, representing the
employers, and Mr. Sommerville, representing
the workers, awarded the miners a considerable
increase in wages. Mr, Bloxsome, because the
Judge who happens to he the president of the
court had met with an accident and was
absent, declared that the minutes of the
award signed by Messrs. Good and Sommer-
ville conld not be allowed to stand. He de-
clared that it was not legal that the men
should be given the increase in wages, Do
not hon. members think that that kind of
thing may have something to de with indus-
trial unrest? .The member for Perth (M.
Pilkington) this evening referred to the
leader of the Oppesition and tock him to
task because he said that some people deelared
there was 'a class struggle, and that he,
speaking for himself, said he was not anxious
to advocate class hatred, but that it was use-
less to shut our eyes to the fact that there
was a class war. The hon, meniber went on to
show what every inan who has studied labour
economics mmst recognmise, that there is a
class war. He pointed out that the difference
wag this: if T as a workman am working for
an emplover, I am ouvt to get as much -of what
I earn as possible. I never get all T earn so
long as T am working for a private employer
hecause under capitalism that employer has
to make a profit out of my labour. The gen-
eral tendeney for the employer is to get his
workmen as cheaply as hé can. That is only
natural; T.do not hlame him for if, but.it
is useless to shut our eyes to the fact that it
is so.

The Minister for Works: The wages are
fixed by the court:

Hon. P. Collier: Hle fights the case in the
court and he fights for the lowest wage.

Mi. GREEN: That is so. If there is any-
thing further needed to prove the elass
struggle it is shown by the interjection of the
Minister for Works, Why is the eourt estab-
lished? To decide between the man who has
one interest, -the capitalist, in frying to get
all the profits he can ont of the man’s labour,
and on the other hand the man who wants to
see that he ean get as near as possible the
full vesults of his labour. A ecourt has to
decide between them hecanse the eclass
strugple has gone so far. The Minister for
Works still drezims of the golden age when
" .the private employers were fighting each
other. In the guild days in the Old Country
there was a chance under the small factory
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gystem for the worker who worked at the loom
becoming inaster; but who can say under
the altered comditions to-day, when it takes
thousands of pounds to establish 4 woollen
factory, that the ordinary girl or boy toiling
at the loom will ever have a God’s chanee of
becoming the owner of that factory? Under
existing circumstances there comes a change
of eonditions in which ove is looking for the
new world which the hon. member promiséd
was about to appear before them if they
would only throw their bodies into the
shambles of Europe. The member for Perth
found fault with the class struggle which is

an obvious fact and ecannot be dis-
pnted, otherwise there would be no in-
dustrial vorest, and the hon, member

held np as an example the great umion in

America, the umion which has helped
the workers. 1 sgpent five years in
Ameriea; I was a Dricklayer. 1 admirfe

Americans; in many respects I admire their
genius for organisation. I would admire
their worl, if T were a tourist, bnt I was dne
who took part in a elass struggle in Ameriea.
T was in an.industrial union in Ameriea,
We must recognise that in America there is
not one man in ten whom we in Australia
would call a tradesman,
The Minister for Worka: That is right.
Mr. GREEN: The Minister for Works
knows that the Britith engineer even to-day
is an alltound man, but the . éngineers in
Ford’s factory can be fired to-night and by
to-morrow they can train & man to take the
place of the other at the machine. .
The Minister for Works: That has brought
its own Teward, -
Mr, GREEN: What do we find to-day?¥
In America—I am only quoting from memory
now—the trades unionists under the Ameri-

-¢an Federation of Labour controlled by Sam-

uel Gompers total under two millions, while
the population of America is 115 millions. In
the United Kingdom, with a population of
40 millions, thére are practically three and
a half million unionists.

The Minister for Works: Not more$

Mr. GREEN: Possibly more beeause trades
upionism in Britain to-day is booming as it
has never Yoomed in history. In passing, I
may mention that in our own metropolitan
area the trades union movement is more solid
than it ever was before. The American Fed-
eration of Labour leaves uncatered for, mil-
lions of people who are not eraft unionists, T
landed in Americz thinking that when I

‘started work as a bricklayer I would have

to pay 5s. into a union. Nothing of the kind.
Under Samuel Gompers’ federation I had to
pay £20 hefore I could lift .a trowel. That is
a lovely spirit of unionism. I did not have
£20. 1 landed in America with, T think £5.
And after a lot of bumbug and approaching
the secretary of the loeal union he said to me,
“*Yes, you .can start, hot you will have to
give so much out of your wages.”’ What I
had to pay was 100 dollars, and I was told
that someone would have to vouch for me-
until I could prove what I had aetually
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claimed myself te be. They made it a close
corporation under the American Federation
of Labour,

The Minister for Works:
than capitalists.

Mr. GREEN: Gompers never believed in
the Labour party aud he does not believe in
it to-day, although the American unionists
are waking up to the fact of the necessity
for having a Labour party. I worked in the
‘Southern States 10 hours a day as a brick-
layer as I never had to work in Awstralia, for
314 dollars a day, and when 1 got hard up

They are worse

agajnst it I worked for Ss. a day
in a eask factory, 10 hours a day.
And it was costing me 158. a week
for my board, Why these low wages?

Not because of the increased profits made
by the manufacturers and capitalists of Amer-
ica, as the member for Perth (Mr. Pilking-
ton) would have us believe, The hon. mem-
ber’s inference was that America was an ex-
ample of a country making big profits, ergo,
big wages in America. I contend, as against
the member for Perth, to have demonstrated

this evening that outside those American in--

dustries which have been ecatered for by
. unions, the workers have been let go hang
by the fellows who have been making enor-
mous profits. In the steel indwstry, which had
a uwnign under the American Federation of
Labour about 20 years ago, three dollars a
day wag paid. That union was burst up by
strike breakers, a thing which is mot un-
known even in Australia, a thing which has
begun to be introduced into Australia, and
which the present Governmment are fostering
by giving Mr. Samunel Bennett, the rvegistrar
of industrial unions, instructions to organise
another industry in the same union. The Gov-
ornment are going to cause disaster if they
are going to have more than one union in the
one industry. The Government will see those
unions attacking one another; and if the
poliey of more than one union in one indus-
try is persisted in, there is going to be more
industrial trouble in Western Australia. than
Ministers dream of. I thought the litile
blood-letting that occurred at Fremantle
might have taught the Government some-
thing, but apparently that is not so. Outside

the partieular craft unions catered for by -

the American Federation of Labour, those
‘‘splendid’’ employers of America who have
heen making millions are prepared to pay
white men 5s. a day. Tn the same cask fae-
tory where I was employed at 5s. a day,
negrocs doing the same work were being paid
3s. 9d. a day. I honestly believe there is a
way out of the industrial nnrest. I do not be-
licve that the way omt is by nationalisation
of industries. Neither do I believe that the

way out is that mentioned by the
member for Guildford (Mr. Davies) the
other evening, when he came alohg

with his little panacea which he had bor-
rowed from the university professor who
wag over here a little while ago, and who
made himself pleasant to every little
society with a2 social specific suited to the
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particular society he was addressing, Re-
fore the church people he advocated a little
churchianity and wmissionary effort, giving
the worker the word of God, supplying himn
with a Bible and a cup of tea. That was
the way out in that instance. At the Com-
maereial Travellers’ Club he declared it was
wrong to say that the commercial travellers
were excerescences on the social order, point-
ing out that they were in faect ambassadors
of commerce. That was another way out.
Certainly the professor never got any par-
ticularly hot criticism anywhere he went.

[The Speaker resumed the Chéir.]

Hon, P. Oollier: When he went to the
Trades ‘Hall he said RBolshevizm was all
right in Russia.

Mr, GREEN: Yes. He gave a lecture one
night at the Trades Hall to prove that Bol-
shevism wa3s an exeellent thing, I, in com-
mon with other members, welcome any sug-
gestion that may be offered, and the mem-
ber for Guildferd offered one whereby em-
ployers and workmen and the public showuld
be represented om, say, State trading econ-
cerns, the Railway Department, or. enter-
prises of that kind.

Hon. P. Collier: Triangular control.

The Minjster for Works: Why so many
attacks on the member for Guildford?

Mr. GREEN: 1 do not think this is an
attack. I do not wish to be bitter towards
the member for Guildford. That hon. miem-
ber is very hitter as regmrds the Labour
party, but bitterness is the natural attitude
of the apostate. I am nerely mentioning his
suggestion in order to point out that it
is not a panacea so far as the worker is
coneerned. The worker is concerned to see
that he gets a little more out of what his
labour produces fthan he has been getting
up to the present. That is what is en-
gaging the attention of those who advoeate
Labour politics all over the world, Mogt .
of the advoeates of the Labour policy in the
ol world are university professors, it ia
true. They cali themselves guild socialists,
and I believe they have come nearer the
social panacea than have any other propa-
gandists. I believe with them that in order
to make the workman take an interest in
Lis own industry, it is necessary to give him
a ghare in the direection of that industry.
We have not succeeded in making the work-
man take an immediate personal interest in
the State enterprises. When we were in
power as a Labour Government, we often
wondered. how it was that the workman
employed in what was his own job, a State
enferprise, did not put forth his best efforts,
knowing that he was working in something
that belonged to the community. ‘That
seemed a very fair thing to expeet of him.
And yet we found, as a matter of fact, that
even State ownership only went to bolster
up, in ome way, those very forees which
eniailed ‘on the workems the pavment of
increagsed prices, So we ecame to the con-
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¢lusion that State enterprise, although we ,
believed it was right, was not in itself the
true way -out. The workman has to be
given an interest in his work. ‘I believe .
with William Morris in the delight of under-
standing ome’s partieular craft and taking
part not only in the work but also in the
direction. I believe with William Morris
that in the workman directing his own
labour lies the road to a better social order.
There is no need for a revolution in Aus-
tralia to bring that about, and that is why
I welcome the guild propaganda. I am not
jn favour of an immediate change. I do
not believe in any revolution except what
may be called a social revolution, which
would mean a echange in the methods of
industry. There is nothing much to open
one’s eyes about in that. Change must come
in the methods of industry: the whole his-
tory of the industrial world is a history of
change. Let us not forget that at one time
the . British flag steod for slavery—the
freest flag that ever floated. In spite of all
the wrong it has done and is doing even
to-day, with all that given in, the British
flag is the freest that ever floated; and
under that flag slavery was at one time
considered right. At one time there were
people in the old country and newspapers in
the old eouniry upholding slavery., And .the
- pame condition of affairs obtained, and at:
a mueh later period, in America. Why ¢
Beeause the people found it cheaper to have
slaves than any other kind of labour, The
slave was better becanse one had not to pay
him wages, Later on it waa discovered by
Great Britain that the slave wag not cheap,
but that he was very unreliable. Of course
there never were any glaves in Great
Britain itcelf, but there -were slave owners
in the British tropical dominions, such as
Jamaiea. The Jamaiea slave owners kicked
up a row about the abolition of slavery for
a start; but they soon found it advantage-
ous to get the megro to work for a small
wage. The negroes had no umions, and the
planters had not to worry about a negro
when he grew old. Then they simply gave
him the sack, and that ended their respomsi-
bility. Under the wage system the planter
had not to bother about a negro when he
was sick, because he was simply not paid
during the time that he was incapacitated.
In the United States the Press not enly of
the South, but also for a lonpg iime that of
_the North very largely, upheld slavery. In-
deed, slavery was upheld from the pulpits
of the Southern States, preachers thunder-
ing in favour of slavery, of which fact the
people are to-day as ashamed as the people
of the future will be ashamed that the
pulpits of this gemeration should have
thundered forth appeals to men to go to
Europe and slay their fellow men; thig, it
was asserted, being in accordance with the
dictates of Christ. All honour to such meén
as Wilberforee in England and Garrison in
America that they saw the light before
other people saw it. Indeed, William Lloyd

hon, member.
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Garrison found it impossible to hold a meet-
ing in America. On many occasions he had.
to flee for his life. Why? Because he
pleaded that chattel slavery should be:
abolished. Indeed, the very negroes them-
gelves thought that abolition was wrong.
They said, in their curious negro vernacular,.
““Why, these good people would disregard.
the law of God.”” The very people that the
abolitionists wished to set free were in,
favour of slavery, They thought abolition
was against the settled order of society.
Queen Elizabeth herself ventured her money:
in slavers—this ‘‘ good Queen Bess’’ that we
often talk about. Good old Puritan fore-
fathera of mine, when they embarked to
fight the Spaniards and steal glaves from
them, and to bring slaves from Africa to
America, went down on their knees and, in
all sincerity, asked the blessing of Almighty
God and hoped that their voyage in search
of slaves would be profitable to His ever-
lasting glory, amen. They honestly believed
that ‘slave-hunting and slave-keeping were
right, And in the same way, I say, as we
now believe that chattel slavery is wrong,
will the peopie of the future believe that
wage slavery is wrong. I believe that in
the not very distant future wage . slavery
will be considered juast as immoral in its -
ineidence on the workers of the world as
chattel slavery was om the workers of
America 50 or 60 years ago.

Mr., LAMBERT (Coolgardie) [10.14}: At
this late honr I tpropose to refrain from tounch-
ing on much’ of the mafter that has been
dealt with by previous speakers, but one ig
compelled to take note of the financial posi-
tion of the State to-day and of the growing
deficit. Probably one could not get a better
index of all that actually led up to the posi-
tion we now find ourselves in than the inter-
jection of the Premier to-night in reply to
the declaration of the member for Kalgoorlie
{Mr, Green) that the State brickworks ought
to be duplicated. He said, ** What a devil of
a row we should get into if we were to do it.”’

The Premier: What about the timber
mill businesst

Mr. LAMBERT: He was not referring to
the timbher workers, but to the necessity for
the duplication of the State briekworks. While
we have an unsympathetic Government desl-
ing with 20 or 30 million pounds:worth of
invested capital, it is the avowed intention of
that Government to disregard the money which.
has been put into the State brickworks, the
railways, and the other trading concerns wn-
der the policy of the people of the country.

‘Even the Premier would so far forget the ac-

cepted policy of the country as to say what
a devil of row we shonld get into if we were
to place the State brickworks on a business-
like "hasis.

The Premier: What about making a fuss
over the timber mills?

Mr. LAMBERT: We are not making any
fuss abont the fimber mills purchased by the
I compliment the member for
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Boulder (Mr. Collier) upon his attack upon
the most illustrious illugtration of hypoerisy
to be found in the political, history of the
‘State. The Premier told the people of the
country that at the first opportunity the Gov-
ernment would sell every trading concern es-
tablished by the Labour (rovernment, and the
Minister for Works has gone throughout the
State with the same declaration. Has the
Premier ever made any reasonable attempt to
gell or ¢lose up one of the State trading con-
cerns established by the l.abour Government?

The Premier: Yes, the sawmills,

Mr. LAMBERT: The hon. member knows
very well that the selling of the State saw-
mills on the terma laid down at the time would
have meant the mmmedigte death of the Gov-
ermment, ‘Those mills constitute one of the
finest assets we have, an asset not only to the
Government but to the people of the State.
The financial position is attributable to the
Government and to their poliey. If we are
to allow the big financial institutions to mon-
opolise great profit-earning avennes which we
have hoped {0 see monopolised for the people
of the State, we shall certainly have to meet
that finaneial drift which has been so pain-
fully evident during the last four or five years.
When the Labour Government were in power
the organised newspaper influence and the then
Opposition levelled charges against the Gov-
ernment, but no member of the Oppositon was
¢haritable” enough to admit that men whom
they bave since taken into their own Cabinet
had even an ¢lement of honesty about them.
T'he dishonest practice was resorted to of nging
the power and influence of the Press to blud-
geon the then Premier out of public life.
When the Labour Governmént tried to. ea-

tablish certain industries, the power of
the Press and of the then Opposition
were directed, not against the sound-
ness of  collective owmership, but in

an attempt to blacken the character of the
then Premier and of those associated with him
in desiring to do something for the people of
the State. Althowgh we have had peculiar
somersaultzs and varying Premiers to deal
. with, the charity of the present leader of the
Opposition has restrained him from resorting
tn auything of the sort. I do not say that it is
within the province of the State Government
to tackle the paramount question of finanece,
It must be evident to most of the State Gov-
ernments of Australia that-our financial des-
tiny is in the hands of the Federal Govern-
ment, Yet how little ednsideration have they
given to this State, and how ready have they
been. to garmer in all that is possible to
holster up their own finaneial position! To
nose is this better known than to the Govern-
ment of Western Australia. By subterfuge
and politieal trickery the Prime Minister has
heen prepared to stoop to almest anything
with 2 view to gulling the public of the Com-
monwealth, forgetting that there was some-
thing ahead in respeet of Weslern Awustralia
mueh greater than anything he has attempted
to do. If Federation was to be a useful in-
stroment of government, it should have been
utilised to settle the unpeopled portions of
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Australia, to assist the smaller States to peo-
ple their empty spaces. But not the whole of
the blame for the financial position of this
State rests upon the Federal Gorernment. Un-
fortunately, we rely to a great extent upon
the primary industries. 1 am preparcd to pay
a tribute to the Premier for hiz desire to
settle people on the land. Me has a great be-
lief in our agrieultural industry, in the fer-
tility of our soil, and in the agricultural des-
tiny of Western Australia. Still he must re-
alise that the people engaged in that industry
are but a small, if valuable, section of the
commurity, and that to-day we are in the
stranglehold of Federation and of the
manufacturers of the Eastern States. It
is regrettable that the Premier cannot see
the neecessity for releasing the people of

* Wegtern Australia from that hopeless posi-

tiom.

The Minister for Works: I wish you would
show us how to do it, ’

Mr. LAMBERT: I will give the Premier
some idea as to how it can be done. Let
me remind the Premier that we are paying
to the Commonwealth Government three-
guarters of a million of money by way of
duty on goods imported into the Sfate. 1s
he aware that eight million pounds worth of
goods are bronght into Western Anstralia
every year? Does he know that out of the
eight million pounds worth of goods im-
ported, seven and - three-quarter million
pounds worth are manufactured articles com-
ing either from overseas or from the East-
ern States? . -

The Premier: About one half comes from
the Eastern States.

Mr. LAMBERT: Yes, goods which could
be manufactured in Western Australia. The
Premier knows full well that, with our limit-
less resources, the greater proportion of these
articles eonld be manufaetured here.

The Premier: I agree with that.

Mr. LAMBERT: That being so, unless
the Premier has an absolutely callons disre-
gard for the interests of the country, though
I prefer to believe that he Is thoroughly ab-
sorbed in the welfare of the State in which ke .
has been a conspicnous figure for the better
part of a quarter of a century, the Premier
should tell the people that the old-time con-
ceptions of what he thought was right are
absolutely wrong. X

The Premier: No, I cannot do that.

Mr. LAMBERT The Minister said regard-
ing a eompavatively tin-pot concern, our
brickworks, that if a second Hoffman kiin,
which the Minister for Works as a business
man knows is necessary, were installed to-
morrow—if that were possible—it could be
fully employed. Why does not the Premicr
tel! the people that the only hope for this
country is to get secondary industries into
operation? Why does not he tell them that
while he js desirous of seftling men on the
land and of getting every aere in the State
ocenpied, that is not the beginning and end
of the functions of the man who should be
the leader of public thought in the State?
The Premier should remember that there are
many men with large families in the ‘metro-
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pelitan area and on the goldfields who are
not able to think in fterms of acres. These
men are looking for a brighter outlook for
their ehildren, but they know nothing of the
land. The Premicr as a practical farmer
kuows full well that a child must be brought
up on the land ‘in order to make good on the
land. It is impaossible to take lads of 15 or
20 years of age and try fo make farmers of
them. They must be diseiplined to the .land
abnost from their very birth. Biit there are
many opportunities in thia State offered by
the mnatural facilities  of the country, and
those who are directing the affairs of the
State for the time being should establish
secondary industries and enable us to build
up au army of skilled artisans and provide
an opening which has not ypreviously been
available for the boys who are growing up.

The Premier knows this is absolutely essen- -

tial not alone to the financial interests of the
State, but to the very life of the children;
for whom we should haove some concern, If
the Labour Government were returned tfo
power they would lanneh a sosnd, compre-
hensive developmental poliey.

The 2Minister for Works:* Sound, I expect.

Mr. LAMBERT: Yes, sound. It must be
almost repugnant to the Minister for Works,
crippled as he munst be by the narrow vision
of the present Government, to see the possi-
bilities of establishing big industries and en-
larging existing' industries like the imple-
ment works and brickworks. The Minister
for Works knows that most of those indus-
tries are on a rTeasomnably sound financial
basis, 'No man’ was ever more scathing in
hiz unjust criticism of the policy of the La-
bour Government than the present Minister
for Works.

The Minister for Works: Not unjust.

Mr, LAMBERT: Absolutely unjust. I
ani not finding fault “with the Minister for
Works. I am not finding fault with his ae-
eepted beliefs as a private member in oppo-
gition, What 1 do complain of is that, after
the people have invested money in these in-
dustries, it is open to question whether the
administration of the man for the time heing
in control of these coneerng is as sympathetic
as we might expect it to be. I bhelieve it
would be almost unnatural to expeet that the
Minister would not give sympathetic consid-
eration to any business concern in which he
The member for Kalgoorlie
{Mr. Green) cited the Beenup brickworks,
The Minister for Works must know it is a
standing disgrace to the administration that
there is not sufficient machinery at Beenup
to turn out all the bricks required to juild
the srburban homes and soldiers’ hombes
which are so urgently mneeded, !

Mr. Lutey: Hear, hear! T said so last
year.

The Minister for Works: You do not un-
derstand it; that is obvious.

Mr. LAMBERT: If T am wrong, I am
quite prepared to aeeept any advice the
Minister is prepared to tender. 'In that com-
paratively little tinpot concern I mentioned,
the capacity should be duplicated-at the first
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-tuted by the Labour Government.

opportunity. We have an almost limitless
supply of raw material to turn out bricks
for the metropolitan avea during the next 50
years; yet the Government will not stir.
Tn those works there is one engine of -suffi-
cient power to meet all réquiremnents if the
machinery. were triplicated.

The Minister for Works: We eannct get
the men, Our difficulty is to get the men to
Ieep the place going. ' .

Mr. LAMBERT: I do not know abount that.
Tt is only unskilled work, and the works are
within a reasonable distance of the metro-
politan area. Tt is neither laborious nor un-
pleasant work, If sufficient inducement were
offered at remunerative rates, there should
be plenty of men available.

The Minister for Works: It iz lahorious
work, and requires skilled men. ~We pay
higher rates than those paid to the ordinary
lahourer, and we cannot get the men,

Mr., LAMBERT: This country will always
starve for men unless we c¢an show that our
industries can absorb the people who come
to us. No one knows better than the member
for Roebourne and the member for North-
East I'remantle, who have just retnrmeéd from
England, what the position would be of men
who desire to come here from the Old Coun-
try. Men have asked them what opportuni-
ties there .are for remunerative employment
here, Can these hon. members say that they.
were able to assure even their friends that
if they came here they could get reasonahle
opportunities for work in the indvstries in
Western Anstralia? 1 venture to say they
eould not do so. The Government have one of
the soundest trading concerns om earth in the
State brickworks., There is a daily demand
for the products of those works, and yet
the Government, beeanse .this is an ndustry
which has been instituted by a Lahour Gov-
ernment, will not plaee it on anything like
o commercial basis. TUnless the Government
duplicate these works and administer them
in a sympathetic maunner, having regard to
their utility and the requirements of the
people, we will never have them placed on
that basis which the people have a right to -
expect from the mandate they gave-to the
Labour party to establish them. These re-
marks apply also to such State enterprises
as the sawmills, the State steamships, the
implement works, and other concerns insti-
“The Min-
ister for Works knows that if he had the
handling of them in a private ‘eapacity he
could get ten times as much.ont of them as
he can handling them 1in his ministerial
capacity.

The Minister for Works: That is a com-
pliment. \

Mr. LAMBIRT: T have no desire to
sliower compliments upon the Minister for
Works, With the facilities at bis command
he should pay due regard to the money in-
vested in fthese enterprises, and te the in-
terests of the people.

. The Minister for Works: I think T Ae.
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Mr. LAMBERT: If the Minister showed
an unsympathetic attitude towards any of
these industries he would be false to the
principles which we . sometimes think he
possesses.” Much depends upon the success
or otherwise of these State trading concerns.
Why is it that some of the preatest black-
guards and scoundrels in the world can go
to the centre of finance of the Empire and
endeavour to damn the ecredit of Queensland,
when they are supposed to be representing
the people of that State? That is one of
the finest Statez of the Commonwealth, They
do this because they know as commercial men
that if the Labour Government in Queens-
land are given another few years in which
to establish State industries the old time
competitive system, which has so much under-
mined the economical and soecial system of
that State, will be done away with, perhaps
altogether. These men are busy painting
black the fair name and finaneial position of
Queensland. It iz possible to establish many
industries in Western Australia;, though it
will not be ecasy to- do .80. We must have due
regard to the geographical pdsition of such
ports as Geraldton, Fremantle, Bunbury, and
Albany, and to the particular industries
whieh are naturally suited to these .ports.
The Premier annoyed me with his light and
flippant references to the devil of a row he
and - his Government may get inte if they
‘were to work a slight departure by
duplicating a tinpot concern like the State
brickworks. Tt is all very well for the
Minister for Works to smile. Surely the
finapcial position of this State to-day
should eommand from him and those assoei-
ated with him—and he has been assoeiated
with the Lord knows how many Premiers
since lie has been in Parliament

Mr. O'Loghlen: No matter whe may sink
he swinms, ’

Mr. LAMBERT: No matter who sinks, it
can be said to the credit &f Dad that he
swims. I can only hope that this will be the
last Parliament in which he will have the
opportimity of administering the Works De-

partment. “When that greater saneness over- .

takes the clectors of Western Aunstralia, and
when they bave another opportunity of ex-
pressing their opinion of the Minister for
‘Works and those associated with him, I hope
they will give that gentleman a well de-
served holiday, and the younger and more
virile members will be selected ta fill their
places. It is the younger spirit which should
permeate the policy of development in a State
like Western Anstralia. I wounld eall the at-
tention of the Government to the. positien
that science' in industry occupies to-day.
Let me quote these words—

There never was a time in human his-
tory like the present. Sciente never more
literally pounded its way into recognition,
nor was there ever a time when an exact
knowledge in all departments of natural
law was more insistently demanded, nor
more directly applied.

That is not a mere platitude; probably the
man of affairs to-day should know the exact
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significance of those words. Almost in
every phase of human aetivity the whole
of the industries have been’' remodelled
and reorganised on altogether: different
lines. "The Minister for Works knows
something about iren and steel, and he is
aware that the other day the Government
let a lease to a.man to exploit certain iron
deposits at Yampi Sound. He knows that
that man desires to export these iron ores
from Western Australia. The, Minister
should know better than any man—and his
eounsel in Gabinet should count for some-
thing—that not a ton of that ore should
go out of thiz couniry unless it is ex-
ported as a manufactured article. It is re-
grettable to believe that with our financial
resources, notwithstanding the defieit, it is
to-day quite impossible to establish iron and
steel works in Western Australia. It is a
pity that the Minister for Works does not
display that knowledge, and exercise that in-
fluence which I beélieve he could in Cabinet,
and try to show that interest in thinga
West Australian that he should. I recog-
nise the great asset we have in the iron de-
posits at Yampi Sound. The position is that
the moment those deposits were- discovered
and the moment.it could be shown to the
Federal Government that we had those re-
serves of iron, which will stand comparison
with ‘any iron deposits in the world, re-
presentations should have been made to the
Federal Government, and the Federal Gov-
earnment would have replied, “We will not

allow the iron ore to be exported.’’ We
eould have replied, ‘“We want the iron
smeltedd in Western Australia.’’ Financial

asgistance then would not have heen re-
fused. :

The Minister for Works: Where is the
fuel' to come from¥

My, LAMBERT: ' The Minister knows
that in our timber mills to-day, and which
we Still possess notwithstanding the effort
the Government made to sell them, a pro-
posal they never intended to carry out——

The Minister for Works: VYes, we qid.

Mr. LAMBERT : There are thousands of tons
of wood that could be utilised for smelting iron
ore. In other parts of the world to-day charred
wood is being used for smelting iron ore.

The Minister for Works: Only in small quan-
tities.

Mr. LAMBERT : I think it runs into 12 or 13
millicns per annum in one place alone.

The Minister for Works: That is in Sweden,
where they make a special quelity of iron for
the best quality of tools. :

My. LAMBERT: And a special ouelity of
iron is, as a matter of fact, particularly wanted
in Westorn Australia.

The Minister for Works : We cannot take the
timber to Yampi Sound.

Mr. LAMBERT : No: but the iron ore can
be brought to a place like Bunbury, and smelted
th 4

1eTe:

Mr. Underwood : Why not take the ore fo
Bowen, and use it there? We are all Aus
traliane.
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Mr. LAMBERT : I am not elected to think in
terms of Queensland. As the representative of &
constitueney of an autonomous State, I think
in terms of Western Australia. My responsib-
ility, as s member of this State House, is to
conserve every interest that will foster the general
welfare of this State. I care little for the affairs
of Queensland. ‘Fo-day that State has a Labour
Government, and T am proud of the fact. I am
alao proud of the fact, of which I am reminded
by the member for Brownhill-Ivanhoe (Mr.
Latey), that the Queensland Government have
been bold enough, and big encugh in their ideas
to atbempt to establish steel making in Queens-
land.
fuThB Minister for Works: They have got the

el.

Mr. LAMBERT : So have we in Western Aus-
tralis. I would like the Minister for Works
to question his technicel advisers regerding the
very doubtful matter whether the cheaper course
would be to convey fuel to a central. place in
Western Australia or to take iron ore to Bowen
in Queensland, I am not prepared to6 say off-
hand which is the cheaper. However, 1| am
convinced that it is quite possible for the Govern.
ment of this State, if they are prepared to use
the vast resources of Western Austrelia, to
stimulate iron end steel production at the port
of Bunbury, which is in close proximity to one
of the finest coal deposits in the world—I am
not speaking of the quality of the cosl, but of the
quantities avaliable, But this Government cannot
be expeoted to recognise the possibility of estab-
lishing either iron or steel works at any of the main
* ports on the coastline of this ¢country, if they put
the absolute strangle-hold upon the institutions
that the Labour Government have built up.
On this subject I speak somewhat heatedly and
aomewhat bitterly. However, I am very glad
that sufficient courage has been shown, even
at this late hour, to place the State trading con-
cerns under the guidance and control of a Com-
micgioner. I care little who the Commissioner
may be. I care little as to the actual provisions
of the proposed Bill. But I say it is a positive
danger that, while we had an express mandate
from the country to establish industries, which
mandate the Labour Government obeyed, those
enterprises should be handed over to an un-
gympathetic Administration. Under sanch eir-
cumstances we are nob likely to command the
financial respect of likely investors in Western
Australis. I do not suppose the establishment
of iron and steel works in this State has sericusly
engaged the attention of the Government.
But it must be evident even to Ministers that
to-day one of the paramount duties of the State
Government, if the Federal Government fail,
ia to establish those larger key industries which
are so important to the very life of the.country.
It is all very well for Ministers to go out into the
highways and by-ways during election time and
tell the electors that they believe in encouraging
- the investment of capital here. They do not. Let
me repeat the warning note sounded by the mem-’
ber for North-East Fremantle (Mr. Angwin), that
the peculiar position of this western State renders
it very improbable that we shall get’ into this
country the capital that is absolutely essential
for the establishment of the necessary secondary
industries. I care not whether a member is &
Labour man, or & Country party man, or a
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Labour Nationalist, or anything else; to-night
I am addressing members only on behalf of
Western Australia. 1 am not to-night standing
here to defend the interests I am specially elected
to defend, but am speaking in the nterests of
‘Western Australia as 2 whole. Before we ore very
much older we shall be going through the length
and breadth of the Jand preaching the absolute
necessity of establishing industries in this country.
I say that to-day there is absolute need for
thinking in terms of this great State, and if we
do so we shall find that there are 50 different
industries that we could establish. Are we
going to establish them ? Or are we going to
wait until those men who are living in luxury
in the Eastern States, who have grown fat upon
our very povérty, come here to develop the
industries that we have not got in thiz country
to-day ? I know, and you know, Mr. Speaker,
the mineral resources of Western Australia.
You know full well, Sir, that if some reasonable
encouragement iwere given to the industriea
connected with mineral resources, we conld
add to the produective value of this State live
millions or ten millions of pounds per annum.
1t is an absolute shame that to-day we are getting
from overseas fully eight million pounds worth
of imported goods. I may just refer to those
bigger things, many of which are too technical
for diseussion here and all of which are more
ot less matters of Federal concern. Take the
nitrogen industry, which was established in
Germany during the wear. What sn awiul
thing it is that to-day not one of the State Govern-
ments of Australia is tackling that great problem !
We lkmow that Germany would have been ab-
solutely isolated but for that industry, Had it
not been possible for the genius of the electrical
chemists of that country to establish the nitrogen
industry during the war, Germany would not
have lasted as a defensive nation for 12 months.
What did they do? Do members think they
had one pound of Chilian nitre in Germany for
the manufacture of gunpowder 7 No; but they
get to work and established an industry and,
at the time of the signing of the armistice, they
werg in a position to turn -out half a million
tons of fixed nitrogen per annum, which could
be used either for munitions or for adding to the
productivity of the soil. " If I had had an oppor-
tunity to speak earlier in the evening I conid
have given scme interesting statistics regarding-
the growth of this industry, which unfor-
tunataly, enabled the great armies of Ger-
many to stand up against the weight and
forces of the Bntish Empire for so long.
This goes to show what iz actually possible
of attainment. A similar set of circumstances,
similar resources, and a similar geographic
position obtain in Western Australia, How is
it that those in sauthority who are eup-
posed to voice the great national sentiments
of this conntry are not alive to the necessities
of the State ? If members look at the deserted
cross-benches, they will see how well the farmers
are represented in this House at the present
moment. In the cold and callous ahsence of
their members, the farmers are better represented
in this House at the prescnt moment than they
have ever been represented before.

The Minister for Works: You are very sar-

castic, yon know.
Mr. SPEAKER : Order!
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Mr. LAMBERT : I am not sarcastic. The
Minister for Works knows that I am ressonably
charitable. I hope that the party at present
on the Opposition side will be able soon to go
out inte the highways and by.weys of the State
and show the people what it is possible for this
State to achieve.

Mr. Teesdale: There have already been two
swan songs to-pight.

Mr: LAMBERT: I hope the Government
will conzider the question of generating eleotrie
ourrent at Collie for utilisation at Bunbury,
This preposition is particularly attractive to me,
because I know from my experience of other parts
of the world what big faoilities for establishing
many secondary industries are offered by a
port like Bunbury, situated in close proximity
to big areas of coal measures. I do not say
this out of regard for the member for Bunbury
{Mr. Money); but if I were representing
a distriet with opportnnities for the establish-
ment of industries so apparent, I should never
allow this session to close until I had obfained
from the Government some earnest of their
intention to establish, either by State enterprise
or by aagistance to private individuals, the
indnstries which should be operating hers to-
day. Soon the leader of the Opposition will
be afforded an opportunity to outline a policy
which should commoand the support of the people
of Western Australia, The electors will be able
at no distant date to signify whether the whole
of their interests is absorbed in the broad acres
of this country. Any man, in levelling eriticism
at the Government, should heve no desire to
depreciate the efforts put forward by the Premier
to settle poople on the land, but the Premier must
recognise that agriculture is not the only industry
in the State. We have other concerns which
ought to be fostered. The Premier ought to
know that we have derived nothing from Federa-
tion, but, on the other d, we have made
the greatest possible sactifices of any State
of the Commonwealth. In Western Australis,
where there is no possible opportunity of inducing
the capitaligts of the Eastern States to establish
industries, where there exist fields of limitless
resonrces that could be exploited by capital and
labour working hand in hand, there are oppor-
tunities whioch, if advertised in Englend, or
assisted by the Government, would lead to the
establishment of many importent industries,
Woollen mills and factories of many descriptions
could be established here, and men and capital
wonld be attracted hither as never before. If
we are going to tell the people of the old world
that we have merely broad acres to offer and
nothing else, we shall not get them. The member
for Roebourne (Mr. Teesdale) has told us that
when he dared to mention in England one-balf

-of the resources of this country, he was dis-
believed. A small concern that I floated with
a little ecapital over a year ago hag astual
realisable resources amounting to twenty millions
of money, and I mention that in no boastful
spirit. Responsible men representing the Im-
perial Government, men like Lord Morris and
Ear]l Stanley have exclaimed, ‘ Good God!
Have you all these things in Western Australia ?
How is it that all these resources are unde-
veloped and almost unknown ** It is the duty
of the Premier so long as he represents the people
of this eountry to make known its resources.

[9]
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I can only hope that side by aide with the polie

of seftling the broad acres of the Sta.té), thz
Premier will see that the great mining industry,
which has done so much for Western Australia
and is capable of achieving very much more, re-
ceives that fostering oure and assistance to whioh
it is entitled. If this is done, the Premier will
find that the mining industry will do much

towards alleviating the financial position which
exista to-day.

. Un motion by Mr. Underwood, debate ad-
journed.

House adjourned at 11-20 p.m.,

Regislative Council,

Tuesday, 24th August, 1920,
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Question : Rallway fa treigl wages
Address.in-reply, eﬁxthm;'ay ...htﬂ Tl.d %

The PRESIDENT taok the Cha,irr at 4.30
p.m., and read prayers.

QUESTION—RAILWAY FARES,
FREIGHTS AND WAGES,

The PRESIDENT: I would point out for
the information of hon. members that the
question appearing on the Notice Paper is
scareely in the form of a question so much
as a request. I do not think that Parlia-
mentary procedurs contemplates requests, 1
suggest that, as a question, the Minister
should be asked, ““Will he lay on the Table
of the House,’’ ete. There is a distinet
difference which I think the hon. member
will appreciate.

Hon. H., STEWART: Yes. I might say
that it was suggested I should put the ques-
tion in this form; otherwise the Minister
might answer it ‘‘yes’’ or ‘‘no,’” and go
no further.

Hon. H. STEWART asked the Minister
for Education to lay on the Tahle of the
House: 1, A railway return showing the
additionsl revenue obtained respectively
from metropolitan and country traffie, under
the headings of goods, live stock, passengers,
and miseellaneous, the return to cover the
period from the last inerease in fares and
freights unt:l 30th June, 1920, 2, The extra
amonnt paid in wages for the same period
és the result of the award of the Arbitration
ourt.



